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Riyadh says it has non-nuclear missiles 

RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia confirmed Saturday it had bought Chinese 
medium-range missiles but denied they could cany nuclear warheads- The 
Saudi Press Agency ('SPA) quoted an oDQciaJ source as saying the kingdom 
acquired the CSS2>cl8Ss surface-to-surface missiles to meet its arms needs 
and defend holy sites amid an unstable Middle East situation. “However, 
reports published in some newspapers that these missiles have nuclear 
capability are not compadble with the mnh and the kingdom categorically 
denies them," the source said. The Washington Post said Friday that 
China was selling Saudi Arabia missiles which could carry a nuclear 
warhead to any part of the Middle East. The U S. State Department said 
the report was correct (see page 5). But the SPA said: “The kingdom's 
Gnu policy is to save the Middle East the dangers of the nuclear arms race 
and remain a nuclear-free zone. Saudi Arabia does not consider any plan 
aimed to increase its defence capability and safeguard its legitimate 
interests as likely to threaten peace... it is likely that this may help bring 
about stability in the region.” 
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t P^(kp AMMAN (Petn&re ffis Majesty 
Hasseuz: ■ Saturday sent 
0 ? cable of congratulations to Tutu- 

Rcapvj sian Prprident Zme Atridine Ibn 
rsuedV^ Aii on the occasion ofhis coun- 
jaickjy ^ **5^ National Day- The King 
rt iw A wished the Tunisian^ president 
hink conSnowg "good fressKh and suc- 
kin B » cess in serving hjs people and 


Officials draft OIC agenda 


- V— - 

?iiig condoles Arafat 

clajg* AMMAN (J.T.)--His Majesty 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Preparations began in earnest 
Saturday for the 17th conference of Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) foreign 
ministers which opens here Monday. 


)0n *^“8 Hussein has. sent carido- 
room o'* lenees to Palestine Liberation 
wJft Organisation (PLO): Chairman 
Ch. ' ^ Yasser Ajafat on the death of hs 
■fw> u ' * ^der brother Mustafa, die Jot- 
*^“«n.j(dan News Agency, Petra,.: re- 
'|/ era ^ ported Saturday, The message to 
j 0111 \ Arafat was sent through Jordan’s 
«<SSotjh embassy in C^o,wiiere the PLO 
K Was psv leader attended hls : brother’s 
ne - funeral Friday, Petra said. Musta- 
fa Arafat died of caqcear. 

JiRn* Fa yez praises , - 
t Soviet decision 


. Representatives of 45 Islamic 
countries were finalising the 
agenda' for the foreign ministers 
in a dosed meeting at the Regency 
Palace hotel A spokesman for 
the Jeddah-based OIC General 
Secretariat would only say that a 
recommendation was adopted 
naming the Amman conference 
“the session of Islamic solidarity 


with the uprising of the Palesti- 
nian people,” in the Israeli-occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza. . 

The spokesman said the agen- 
da, expected to be finalised later 
Saturday, would only be made 
public after approval by the fore- 
ign ministers. 

However, it was expected that 
the 14-week-old Palestinian up- 


■m into i AMMAN (Petra) — Lower 
ten insdtt 'House of Parliament Speaker 
?dera! at'AkefALFayez Saturday met with. 
Jru i a delegation from the ' Soviet 
>n {DEAlfe Journalists Federation. Fayez 
•n stufTeJc P^^ed the Soviet Union's deer- . 
hen . sion to withdraw its troops from 
5- so Afghanistan and said that this i 

I on a tfffc would contribute to peace in the 

i. the * re gK>°- ■ 

* “1 AbuGhazala ■ 

■'Cisco ki heads for U.S. 

- picked*! . ' ' * . 

■•altr. CAIRO (AP)— Defence -Minis- 

ter Abdnl HaKm Abu, Ghazala 
nourefi flew to Washington Saturday for 

Uj a 10-day visit to discuss Esrpt’s 

II arms reqoimnaer^ui^ranjame- 
year-ola aid ' 

Actress : dent Hosni Mubarak " said m ' a. 

' swards- recent newspaper raterriew that 
"For Ma: Abu Gbazafa’s visit wit tocos on 

• her cac “our tmHtaiy needs.” 

the Ot&f ' r ‘ -■ 

Tiouncii BRAkills 2 . • 

British soldiers ' • . 

far®: BELFAST. (R) Two British 
1' soldiers in plain dothes were 
seized and shot dead the- Irish 

na suBu. Republican- Army ORA)-- Satur- 
nil -' n i!*' day aft? 1 ^heir dvffian. car -was 
;ae wo- trapped in the midst af-ari IRA- 
, j vcnTe feneral cortege in Roman Catho- 
ivior.*®* lie west Belfast. Army sources 
Ameffi si sgjjd th e men were on duty buL 
NUy. .0 ^ n0 t been assigned to watch 7 
■hIsMijS. the funeral and appeared to have 
.feariM®' blundered into: die procession by 
!». hui error. The soldiers were captured 
OR during the funeral of. IRA mem-. 

ber Kevin Brady, who was one of 
— - — * three men killed by a Protestant 
extremist in a gun and grenade 
attack ’ at MUitOwn cemetery 
Wednesday. Brady had been 
among 10,000 mourners at the 
. /burial of three members of an 
J IRA bomb squad killed in a 

/ British army ambush in Gibraltar 

this month. . 

Gonzalez: Noriega 
oir^ may come to Spain 

’.K fcri HUELVA, Spain (R).— Pana- 
■ Hrrjyi? ma's military ruler Manuel Anto- 
& mo Noriega may be allowed to 
Jg# come to Spain if he relinquishes 
a-#®* power. Prime Minister Felipe 
^ Gonzalez said Saturday- Asked 

by reporters if Spain would grant 

- hrtefe asy* 11 ™ to Noriega, Gonzalez re- 
K - fl . & ptied: “There is a possibility if the 

political problems in Panama are I 
1-311 ^ settled-" In Washington, U.S. 
fl 13 television reported Friday that 
^ , g? Noriega had agreed to most parts 
'Jtf ; fi of a deal under which he would 
So fl , leave the country for France or 
^ Spain (see page 8)- 
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Draft agenda finalised 

AMMAN (Petra) ■ — Representatives of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) Saturday finalised a draft agenda for the OIC 
foreign ministers meeting which opens here Monday. The agenda 
includes the Arab- Israeli conflict, the Palestinian problem, the 
Iran-Iraq war, the Mecca incidents (during last year's pilgrimage 
when Iranian pilgrims staged a political demonstration) and clashed 
with Saudi security forces), the situation in Afghanistan, internation- 
al ten-orism, Muslim minority affairs and other economic, cultural 
information, administrative and financial matters. 


rising, the Iran-Iraq war and the 
situation in Afghanistan and 
prospects for peace in the war- 
torn country would be among the 
top items on the agenda. 

Saturday's meetings were held 
at under-secretary level and were 
chaired by Jordanian Foreign 
Ministry Secretary-General 
Nabdh Nimer. who took over 
from Dr. Ahmad Ramzi of 
Morocco who presided over the 
last OIC meeting at similar level. 

In an opening speech, Nimer 
highlighted the significance of the 
Palestinian uprising and voiced 
Islamic countries' concern over 
the developments in the occupied 
territories. 

Nimer welcomed the delega- 
tions and hailed on their behalf 
the steadfastness of the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories 
and assured the people under 
occupation of the Islamic World's 
solidmity and total support for 
the uprising and the Palestinians’ 
right to self-determination and 
return to their homeland. 

Following Nimer's speech, an 
executive committee was elected 
for the meeting. The committee, 

(Continued on page 5) 


Philippines problem 
unfolds in Amman 


By Sand G. Hattar 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — On the eve of the 
17th conference of Islamic fore- 
ign ministers in Amman Manila 
and a Muslim separatist group in 
southern Philippines are entang- 
led in a war of words over to 
likelihood of the group obtaining 
a full membership in the Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC). 

The Philippine government 
and the Moro National Libera- 
tion Front (MNLF) have laun- 
ched separate political drives in 
efforts to muster backing to their 
respective causes from different 
OIC member states. 

“Many OIC members have 
given us pledges and complete 
assurances to support our cause 
during the conference," MNLF 
Central Committee Chairman 
Nur Misuari told the Jordan 
Times. 


“The Philippines is confident 
that the MNLF request for OIC 
membership would be foiled for 
lack of consensus amongst the 
member states," Philippine 
ambassador to Jordan Juan Saez 
said Saturday. 

Gang the OIC charter, which 
stipulates that only M uslim states 
are eligible for regular mem- 
bership, Saez said: “It is highly 
unlikely that they become a regu- 
lar member now or in the fu- 
ture." 

Saez based his remarks on poli- 
tical and personal contacts with 
the 28 resident and non-resident 
legations of OIC states in Am- 
man. “Our assessment is that the 
OIC will never endorse MNLF 
full membership.” 

The front has had an observer 
status since 1974 in the Jeddah- 
based organisation. 

The Philippine ambassador 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli soldiers storm Ramallah Arab 

hospital, pursue anti-media drive hoknaVk" 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — . Israeli troops, 
tightening a dampdown on the 100- 
day-oid Palestinian uprising, 
■sfotmetLi. .West.. RankL hospital 
SrtMrdky, swooped on a district in 
GazaQty and arrested television 
c r ewm en in a West Bank town. 

In an overnight raid, troops 
aiTested 10 Palestinian patients 
and viators at Ramallah hospital, 
p ro mpting doctors to stage a sit- 
down strike, eyewitnesses quoted 
by Reuter said 

- The hospital has been a centre 
of anti-Isnusli protest in recent 


Resistance 
fighters battle 
Israel-SLA 
force in Bekaa 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — 
Resistance fighters fought fierce 
battles Saturday with Israeli 
troops and their militia allies who 
thrust into Lebanon's western 
Bekaa Valley, security sources 


The push by a joint Israeli and 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia force was their deepest 
foray out of Israel's self-proc- 
laimed border “security zone" 
this year. 

. The force, backed by tanks and 
armoured personnel carriers, 
moved at 6.30 a.m. (0430 GMT) 
under covering fire from Israeli 
helicopter guns hips and advanced 
seven kilometres to the hilltops of 
Maidonn village, the sources 
said. 

The thrust was apparently 
aimed at flushing out resistance 
fighters who have staged cross- 
border attacks in recent weeks 
despite the “security zone" which 
is intended to stop them. 

“The aim of the thrust was to 
storm hideouts of the HizboDah 
(Party of God) in Maidoun,” one 
source told Reuters. 

“They failed to locate any 
fighters and only found a small 
amount of weapons, which they 
confiscated," said the source, 
adding that the force retreated to 
the “security zone” after four 
hours. 

Security sources in Rashaya, in 
the Bekaa, earlier said intermit- 
tent fighting with rocket laun- 
chers, heavy maefaine^uns and 
mortars had erupted Friday even- 
ing and raged ' until midday 
Saturday. 

They said two Lebanese civi- 
lians and a soldier with Syria’s 
peacekeeping force based in 
Masfaghara in the western Bekaa 
were injured in the fighting inside 
and ostside the “security zone.” 

Resistance fighters shelled the 
SLA-controDed villages of Has- 

baya, Kfar Falous and .Jezzine 
outside the zone mid Kfar Fila 
inside it, the sources said. \ 


weeks and demonstrators have 
frequently flown the Palestinian 
flag from its roof. 

Military authorities in the occu- 
pied territories have stepped up 
measures aimed at controlling the 
uprising in the occupied territor- 
ies and preventing widespread 
protests on Land Day, the March 
30 anniversary of the death of six 
Arabs in a 1976 demonstration 
against Israel’s confiscation of 
Arab land. 

In Ramallah, police arrested 
the members of five television 
crews trying to film what 
appeared to be shooting by Jew- 
ish settlers on the town’s northern 
outskirts. 

British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion (BBC) television correspon- 
dent Keith Graves said the men, 
all Israeli nationals employed by 
foreign networks, were taken to 
Ramallah police station when they 
refused an army order to leave 
the area. 

The army also arrested an 
Arab journalist in the West Bank 
town of Tulkarem who worked for 
the Palestine Press Service, the 
agency and Israel Radio said. 

The journalist, Adnan Damiri, 
was arrested in the middle of the 
night for “security offences,” the 
agency said. Damiri, formerly 
student council president at Nab- 
lus’ A1 Najah University, had 
already served six years in prison 
for “security offences." 


In Gaza, residents of the Sabra 
district were awakened before 
dawn by army jeeps. with louds- 
peakers announcing that a night 
curfew imposed on die Gaza Strip 

Israel bans 
Palestinian 
organisation 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israeli military authorities 
declared a Palestinian youth 
movement illegal Saturday. An 
Israeli statement described the 
Shabiba organisation as a front 
for the Fateh group, which it 
said was active in violence 
against Israeli forces. 

“Any person who continues 
to be a member of the Shabiba 
wffl be subject to arrest and 
trial,” the statement said. 

Palestinian sources were puz- 
zled by the move as Fateh is 
banned in its own right and 
Shabiba has no formal mem- 
bership structure. 

“It's as if the U.S. in the 60s 
had made it an offence to be 
part of the peace movement, 
who do you arrest, how do you 
define a member, it seems like a 
public relations exercise to 
legitimise getting the youth off 
the streets,” one source said. 


last week would remain in force 
all day in Sabra, home to 10,000 
people. 

Israel Radio reported that a 
number of residents were 
arrested during the night. 

Shortly after dawn, troops ar- 
rived at the Sabra borne of Reu- 
ter journalist Taber .Shitrit and 
ordered him to dear away rubble 
left by demonstrators in the street 
outside. 

When he produced press iden- 
tification, troops called him a 
“troublemaker" and searched his 
borne and office, Shitrit said. 

The curfew on the city’s Sha’ti 
Palestinian refugee camp con- 
tinued Saturday, 24 hours after 
troops shot dead a resident in a 
violent demonstration there, an 
army spokesman said. 

A Palestinian boy in the West 
Bank refugee camp at ‘Ain Beit 
Elma was killed in a clash with 
troops Friday after mass arrests at 
the camp. 

Sources at A1 Ittihad hospital 
in Nablus said the boy bled to 
death because he failed to receive 
prompt medical attention after 
troops shot him in the leg. 

“All the blood in his body was 
just sipboned off," the sources 
said. 

The Palestine Press Service 
said soldiers burst into the 
Ramallah hospital and checked 
identification papers, and some 
assaulted staff members. 


members. 


Iraqi jets raid Kharg, set ships 
ablaze; Iran pursues missile war 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraqi 
warplanes blasted Iran’s vital oil 
loading terminal at Kharg Island 
Saturday, setting installations and 
tankers on fire, while Iran fired a 
long-range missile into Baghdad 
and more than a dozen into other 
Iraqi cities. 

Iraq, acknowledging the attack 
on Baghdad, said the missile 
crashed in a purely residential 
neighbourhood. 

Baghdad Radio said several 
civilians were killed in the 12:30 
p.m. (0930 GMT) missile blast- It 
gave no figures. 

But the Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) claimed the mis- 
sile was fired at the Iraqi army’s 
“command headquarters in re- 
sponse to their mischiefs.” 

It said: “Iran's deterrent mea- 
sures will continue." 

IRNA reported 12 missiles 
fired into the Umm Qwasr navy 
base in southeast Iraq and one 
into A] Amarafa, 320 kilometres 
southeast of Baghdad. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said large formations of fighter- 
bombers attacked Kharg Island in 
the northern Golf and a tanker 
holding area east of the terminal 
in a “daring" noon (0900 GMT) 
raid. 

Gulf-based shipping officials, 


speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, reported that at least two 
tankers owned by the National 
Iranian Tanker Company were 
“burning fiercely" after the air 
raid. 

They identified the ships as the 
316,379-tonne Ayaj and the 
253,837-tonne Saoandaj. 

IRNA said an Iraqi aircraft was 
shot down at 0902 GMT in a 
dogfight over Gulf waters, but it 
made no mention of a raid on 
Kharg. 

A military communique issued 
in Bagbdad said Iraqi forces 
Saturday overran the headquar- 
ters of Kurdish rebel leader Jala! 
Talabani in the mountains of 
northeastern Iraq near the Ira- 
nian border. 

The communique said Talaba- 
ni’s Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
had helped Iranian forces occupy 
die border town of Halabja and 
other villages in Sulaymaniyah 
province. 

Iran had said it killed more 
than 9,000 Iraqis in the province 
since Tuesday but Iraq denies any 
fighting took place. Iraq said its 
forces withdrew from the area 
before the Iranian offensive. 

Iraq reported Friday that it had 
killed 800 Iranians who launched 
an attack in -the Sumar border 


area northeast of Baghdad but 
Iran denied the report Saturday. 


U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar has invited Iran 
and Iraq to send special emissar- 
ies for separate talks at the Un- 
ited Nations on a possible cease- 
fire in the Gulf war. 

Iran had been invited to send 
an emissary for intensive talks at 
the end of this month, with Iraq 
asked to send an envoy in early 
April, a U.N. statement said 
Friday. 

"The secretary general will re- 
port to the Security Council im- 
mediately after completing this 
round of consultations,” U.N. 
Press Secretary Francois Giuliani 
said. 

In the meantime, he said, 
Perez de Cuellar wanted to create 
an atmosphere that might help 
the consultations and he appealed 
to both sides to refrain from acts 
that could lead to an escalation of 
the conflict and create further 
obstacles for a ceasefire accord. 

Particularly, the secretary 
general asked that they end im- 
mediately all military attacks 
against civilian targets, Giuliani 
said. 


with Soviet 
leaders 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifiti held talks 
with Soviet leaders Saturday on 
the new American phut for peace 
In the Middle East and the oot- 
come of consultations EQs Majesty 
King Hussein held with Arab 
tenders on the American prop- 
osals. 

A delegation of Arab League 
foreign ministers also held talks 
with Soviet officials Saturday on 
the Palestinian uprising in the 
Israefi-occnpkd West Bank and 
Gaza. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, reported that Rihi met separ- 
ately with his Soviet counterpart 
Nicolai Ryzhkov and Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze and discussed with them 
Issues of mutual concern to Jor- 
dan and the Soviet Union, parti- 
cularly the Middle East problem. 
It did not give details, hot an 
announcement matte upon Rifai’s 
departure for Moscow Friday said 
that the prime ipiwMer would 
brief the Soviets the King’s talks 
with Arab leaders on the new 
American proposal for Arab- 
Israefi peace. 

The Soviet news agency TASS 
said Rifai and Shevardnadze 
agreed on the need for urgent 
steps to resolve the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

“Shevardnadze and Rifai noted 
the i fa ng w wwd inadmissibility of 
partial and separate agreements, 
which pose obstacles to unblock- 
ing the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
lead to splits among the Arab 
countries,” TASS said. 

Referring to the new U.S. peace 
plan, the agency said the two men 
believed any initialrve on the re- 
gion mint be evaluated on how far 
it balanced the interests of all 


It added that they had agreed 
on the need to speed np moves 
towards setting np an internation- 
al conference on the Middle East. 
Rifai returned to Amman later 
Saturday 

Before his departure, Rifai also 
met with heads of Arab diploma- 
tic mfarioM in the Soviet capital 
who expressed their desire to meet 
the prhne " i " lktpr to be briefed 
on Jordan's efforts for resolving 
the Middle East question. 

Arab delegation's talks 

Meanwhile, an Arab League 
delegation ted by Algerian Fore- 
ign Minister Ahmad Taleb Dwahi- 
mi left Moscow after a two-day 
visit, TASS said. 

The visit Included talks Friday 
with Shevardnadze, who urged a 
muffed Arab approach to solving 
the Middle East conflict. 

Shevardnadze “emphasised the 
i mpo rt a n ce of the coord i n at ion of 
the actions of tie Arabs and the 
elaboration of a concerted 
approach* 1 towards the Middle 
East conflict, TASS said. 
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His Majesty King Hussein confers with Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) Secretary-General Sharifuddin Pirzada in a meet- 
ing attended by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan (Petra 
pinto) 

King confers with 
Pirzada, Sytenko 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein held talks believed ro 
have focused mainly on develop- 
ments in the Afghanistan prob- 
lem with Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) Secretary 
General Sharifuddin Pirzada and 
a senior Soviet envoy in separate 
meetings Saturday. 

The King received Pirzada at 
the Royal Court and discussed 
with him the Palestinian uprising 
in the occupied territories and the 
“explosive situation in light of 
Israel’s repressive measures 
against the indigenous citizens in 
the territories, an OIC spokes- 
man said. 

In addition to Afghanistan, the 
discussions also covered the 


escalation of the Iran-Iraq war 
and other issues in the a genda for 
the OIC foreign ministers meet- 
ing which opens here Monday, 
the spokesman said. 

Pirzada thanked His Majesty 
for “the excellent preparations 
made by the Kingdom for the 
conference," the OIC spokesman 
said. 

The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra, quoted Pirzada as saying be 
discussed with the King “matters 
of importance which will be dis- 
cussed by the OIC foreign minis- 
ters." 

These issues, he said, include 
the Palestinian uprising, the Gulf 
war and the Afghanistan 
problem. 

King Hussein later received 
(Continued on page 5) 


Habib briefs Cairo leaders 
on progress of U.S. plan 


CAIRO (Agencies) — U.S. spe- 
cial envoy Philip Habib briefed 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Esmat 
Abdul Meguid Saturday about 
the progress of Washington’s 
Middle East peace initiative. 

After their one-hour meeting, 
Abdul Meguid repeated Egypt’s 
view that the U.S. proposals were 
encouraging. 

“Our policy in Egypt, as it has 
been, is to encourage the United 
States in the peace process be- 
cause we ail in this region are in 
need of peace," he said. 

Habib, who will also visit Jor- 
dan, Saudi Arabia and Morocco, 
is due to meet President Hosni 
Mubarak Sunday, Foreign Minis- 
try sources said. 

He was sent to the region after 
a U.S. visit by Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, who is 
still firmly opposed to a proposed 
international conference. 

Announcing the Habib mis- 
sion, the U.S. State Department 
said Friday that "we are looking 
for an early response from the 
parties at conflict," 

Department spokesman 


Charles Redman said Habib 
would brief Arab leaders on Sha- 
mir’s visit to Washington and on 
details of the U.S. peace prop- 
osal. 

Shultz remains upbeat 
U.S. Secretary of State George 
(Continued on page 5) 

Correction 

In an inadvertent mistransla- 
tion of a speech by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san to the Arab-Soviet dia- 
logue Friday, the Jordan 
Times quoted the Crown 
Prince as saying that the 
Soviet Union should have 
veto powers in an internation- 
al conference on the Middle 
East. In fact, the Crown 
Prince said that “Soviet parti- 
cipation should be in a man- 
ner that includes decision- 
making $md arbitration pow- 
ers, and not in a purely pro- 
tocol manner." The Jordan 
Times regrets the error. 


U.N. could go to U.S. 
court in row over PLO 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — T>e 
United Nations is considering 
whether to appeal to a U.S. court 
against an order to shut down the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) U.N. mission, a U.N. 
spokesman said Friday. 

The action would be unpre- 
cedented for the world body, 
which is considered a sovereign 
entity, but diplomatic sources 
said emergency measures might 
be necessary in the crisis in U.S.- 
U.N. relations. 

Representatives of Arab states 
reviewed the case with Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
Thursday, in advance of a re- 
sumed session of the General 
Assembly. 

They were understood ro have 
discussed the option of an appeal 
to a federal court for a stay in the 
closure order due to be delivered 
to the PLO next Monday. 

U.N. Press Secretary Francois 
Giuliani told reporters that the 
idea was being considered by 
U.N. Legal Counsel Carl-August 
Fleischhauer, but other sources 
said Perez de Cuellar was wary 
about such a far-reaching step. 

Opening a specially summoned 
General Assembly, Perez de 
Cuellar said Saturday; “My con- 


cern ... goes well beyond the 
present legislation and concerns 
the integrity and viability of inter- 
national agreements in general 
and the headquarters agreement 
in particular." 

Ambassador Ahmad Ghezal of 
Tunisia, speaking for the Arab 
group, called the U.S. move a 
“flagrant, premeditated violation 
of the headquarters agreement... 
and a violation of international 
law." 

If the United States refused to 
abide by the headquarters agree- 
ment, the United Nations must 
ensure that the PLO mission was 
allowed to carry out its official 
duties. 

He did not say how this could 
be done, though one option being 
discussed privately is for the 
PLO’s observer, Zehdi Tend, to 
be given facilities in the U.N. 
building, which is not subject to 
U.S. jurisdiction. 

“Hie message of the govern- 
ment of the host country... is a 
dangerous precedent — danger- 
ous for the United Nations... and 
also a threat to other internation- 
al and regional organisations 
throughout the world, all of 
which are governed by headquar- 
ters agreements," Ghezal aaded. 
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Barakat’s lens captures nature’s wonders 



AMMAN (J.T.) — An exhibition 
of recent works by a Jordanian 
photographer, the first of its kind 
in Washington D.C., opened 
Wednesday, March 16, ax die 
Arts Gub of Washington. Jor- 
dan's ambassador to the United 
States. Mohammad Kama! 
opened the exhibition. 

Jan Barak at, who began her 
studies in photography in 1984, 
put on show more than 30 pieces 
that combine a highly skilled 
photographic technique with 
creative impulse to express the 
multifaceted beauty of the floral 
world. 

Baiakat treats the flower as the 
subject of a formal portrait, 
either in profile or fall-face, but 
always with studied focus on its 
poised, expansive elegance. At 
other times, to reveal more than 
the eye can see, she frees her 
vision to penetrate the underlying 
structure of the flower, to reach 
the delicate lines of life that lie 
beneath its petal led costume of 
colour. 

It is in these compositions, 
where the seductive symmetry of 
nature is made to fold and unfold 
with pulsating rhythm, that the 
photographer succeeds in domi- 
nating the camera to become the 
artist. 

On this level, Barakat posses- 
ses an aesthetic temperament no 
less spiritually sensual than that 
of the American painter, Georgia 
O'Keeffe. 

According to photography cri- 
tic Carter Gews, to Barakat, the 
flower is not an object; it is a 
subject. If “a rose is a rose is a 
rose,” it is, in this artist's eye far 
more than just a rose, it is the 
living embodiment of a thousand 



fleeting feelings: A wink, a smile, 
a touch, a tear. It is in the artist's 
words, “a reflection of one's own 
journey, of one's shared and 
singular life experiences.” 
dews added that to Barakat, “it 
is the unique ability of the camera 
lens to isolate and accentuate the 
smallest detail of the floral sub- 
ject, which lends the photograph 
such a symbolic impact. At times, 
in fact, the visual impact is even 
greater than the subject in nature 
could hope to convey.” 

Barakat explains, “what you 
can see through the leas is often 
totally different from what you 


can see with your eyes. The lens 
takes away aU of the extraneous 
elements — from the flower's 
environment and your own. It 
draws you into the core, to the 
heart It immerses you. It isolates 
to the essence." 

According to Gews, “regard- 
less of the photographic techni- 
que, whether it involves creating 
a blended background or “isolat- 
ing to the essence," one fact 
remains certain: This is a photo- 
grapher whose careful attention 
to detail openly affirms her love 
affair with the flower; one who 
understands and appreciates the 


enduring symbolism of all that i 
a single blossom.” 

Jan Barakat, began participate 
ing in group exhibitions. She re 
ceh’ed immediate recognition am 
was awarded the first prize i| 
Real Show organised by the Aij 
Directors Club of Metropolitan 
Washington, as well as an aware 
of excellence From Photoi 
graphers Forum Magazine. 1 
Barakat was born in Amman! 
and has been living in the 
Washington area since 1978. She 
is married to Dr. Abram Barakat, 
the director of Jordan Informs-, 
tion bureau in Washington, D.C. 



TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER | USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 7771 11-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 Koran 

15-.58 Programme Review 

MM Cartoons 

16*0 Children's programme 

17M baura 

17*0 Soccer 

18:10 Load programme 

I&3® .. Local agricultural programme 

19*0 Programme review 

19:10 A special programme about 
Islamic countries 

20*0 News in Arabic 

2&30 Arabic series 

21 JO P rogramm e on Arabic 

22*0 T.V. Magazine (local) 

UM News Summary 

23:10 T.V. Magazine could. 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18:90 Rue Carnot 

1&38 L-Ecole dcs Fans 

19*0 News in French 

19:15 .... International CLrzus Festival 

19 JO News in Hebrew 

Ib45 Varieties 

2(h06 News in Arabic 

2tk30 A special programme 

21:10 

Costeau Adventure (documentary) 

22:00 News in English 

22:20 Secret Army 

RADIO JORDAN 

857 KHz, AM & 99 MHz FM 
& partly on 8560 KHz, SW 
Tel: 774111-19 

07*0 Light Music 

07 JO Newsdesk 

08*0 Morning Show 

10*0 News Summary 

11:05 In Concert 

12*0 News Summary 

12*5 Pop Tali 

13*0 News Summary 

13*5 Pop Session could. 

14:01 News Bulletin 

14:10 Instrumentals 

14 JO Science Report 

15*0 Concert Hour 

16*9 News Summary 

16*5 Instrumentals 

I&30 Old Favourites 

17*0 Listeners’ Choice 

18*0 News Summary 

18*5 Rhythm and Blues 

19*0 Newsdesk 

19JV ..................... Date with a Star 

20*0 Evening Show 

21*8 News Summary 

21*5 Evening Show continued 

21*5 News Summary 


22*0 Evening Show continued 

23*0 News Summary 

2*S7 News Headline 

24*0 Close Down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720, 1323 KHz 

06*0 Newsdesk 06J0 Capricdo 06*5 
Reflections 06*0 Financial Review 
07*0 World News 07*9 Twenty-Foam 
Hours: News Summary 07JO Chain 
Reaction 07*5 Letter from America 
08*0 Newsdesk 08J0 Jazz tor the 
Asking 09*0 World News 09*9 24 
Honrs: News Summary 09J0 From 
Our Own Correspondent 09*5 Book 
Choice 09*0 Waveguide 10*0 World 
News 10*9 Reflections 10:15 Flea- 
sores Yours 11*0 World News 11*9 
The Sunday Papers 11:15 Science in 
Action 11:45 Education Today 12*0 
News Summary; Short Story 12:15 
Classical Record Review 12J0 Reli- 
gious Service 13*0 World News 13*9 
News About Britain 13:15 From Our 
Own Correspondent L3J9 Play of the 
Week: Remembrance 14*0 News 
Summary: Play of the Week: From the 
Lion Rock 15*0 World News 15*9 
Twenty-Four Hours: News Summary 
15 J0 Sports Roundup 15*5 The Sandi 
Jones Request Show 16*0 News Sum- 
mary 16J0 Yes Minister 17*0 Radio 
Newsreel 17:15 Concert Hall 18*0 
World News 18*9 Commentary 18:15 
Why Should This Happen to Me? 
18:45 Letter from America 19:00 
World News 19*9 Reflections 19:15 
Jazz for the Asking 19:45 Sports 
Roundup 20*0 Newsdesk 20 JO My 
Word 21*0 News Summary: Classical 
Record Review 21:15 News Summary; 
The Reluctant Debutante — Part n 
22:00 World News 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1360 A SW 7200. 9565. 1174. 

11925 and 15210 Hz 

06*0 News 06:10 VOA Morning 07*0 
News 07:10 VOA Morning 08*0 News 
08:10 VOA Morning 17*9 News 17:10 
New Horizons 17 JO Studio One 18*0 
News 18:16 Encounter 18J0 Special 
English News & Features 19*0 News 
19:10 Critic's Choice 1930 Issues in 
the News 20*0 News 20:10 Encounter 
20J0 Special English News & Features 
21*0 News 21:10 Sunday Report Z13Q 
Music, USA Standards 22*0 News 
22: 10 The Concert HnU 22*5 Erfliorial 
23*0 News 23:10 New Horizons 2330 
Studio One 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* An art exhibition by Olivia Paiiard 
at Aha Art Gallery (until March 28). 

ft Book exhibition at the Comprehen- 
sive Commercial Centre (Tower Budd- 
ing). Jabal Amman. 3rd Circle (perma- 
nent). 

* "Fifth Caricature Exhibition," 
works of the late Naji AI Ah at 
Hussein Camp Youth Activities Cen- 
tre. 

* General book exhibition at the 
Professional Associations Complex in 
Shmeisani. 

ft An exhibition entitled "Reeonstruc- 
tion of Ansa Mosque and the Dome of 
the Rock 1 ' at King AbduHah Ibn AJ 
Hussein Mosque. 

ft Book exhibition at the University of 

Jordan's Faculty of Arts. 

ft An exhibition by Samia Zarotir at 
the Jordan National Museum of Fine 
Arts (until end of March) 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library ....... 641520 

British Conned 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Mason*.” Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a small planetarium ai the 
Haya Am Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m. - 1*0 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

FoBJorr Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba mid Jerasb (4th to 18th 


centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening boon: 9.00 a.m. -5 pjn. 
Year-round. TeL 651760. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Lions Chib. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace bowl. 7-JO p.m. 
Lions Philadelphia CM). Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesrsiy at 
the Ammon Hold, 7:30 p.m. 
P Mhdd p hia Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Hobday Inn, 
1 JO p.m. 

Rotary CMi- Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hold. 2.00 
p.m. 

Royd AntomoMe CM*. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Td. 816534. 
817534. 


CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Chord) (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Lnweibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hnssein, Tel. 661757. 
Tennsanta Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luwcibdefa, maw in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5:30 
pan. Td: 622366 

Church of the Aiuimdattoa (Greek 
Orthodoc) Abdali. Td. 621541. 
Anglican C hu rc h (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 625383, 
chaplain’s residence tel. 601359. 
Armenia Cathofle Chnrdi Ashrafieh, 
Tel. 77 1331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church A&hra- 
fieta, Tel. 775261. 

St. Epfareha Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh, TeL 771751. 

Amaaaa International Chnrdi [Imef- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani, Td. 
677534. 

Evaagcficai Lutheran Church (Church 
of die Good Stephen!) Amman, Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir 811295) 

Rainbow Congregation (meets at the 
Good Shepherd’s Church) 
Imerdenorrnnational-ccuraenial En- 
glish Service; Saturday 6 JO p.m. tel. 
822605, Rev. VeH. 

The Church oT Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints (Mormon) TeL 815-817, 
821-264. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen ASa International 
Airport TeL (08) 53200-5. where h 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 

■9:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

09J0 Kuwait (RJ) 

09*0 Jeddah (RJ) 

09*5 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

10*0 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

16*5 Cairo (RJ) 

17*0 London (RJ) 

17*5 Helsinki. Aqaba (RJ) 

17*0 .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18*0 Paris (RJ) 

18*5 Los Angeles, Chicago. Vienna 
(RJ) 

18*5 Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:15 Brussels. Geneva fRJ) 

18J8 Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

23:55 Baghdad (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

09*0 Berlin (IF) 

««5 Cairo (MS) 

1*28 Damascus (AZ) 

11:45 Kuwait (LN) 

12*5 Sharja. Doha (GF) 

12*5 Jeddah (SV) 

12*0 Kuwait (KU> 

15 JO Baghdad (IA) 

1&35 Athens (OA) 

1&25 Beirut (ME) 

15:15 Frankfurt (LH) 

21*5 Cairo (MS) 

°0&5 London, Cairo (BA) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 
FLIGHTS V 

(Terminal 1) 


11:00 

11*0 

12^0 

.... Vienna, New York (RJ) 
Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

19*0 


19*5 

19*0 

19*5 

Dubai, Muscat (RJ ) 

.. Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
- Baghdad (RJ) 


21:15 Damascus (RJ) 

21 JO Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 
22*0 Bangkok (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

09*0 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

10*0 Berlin (IF) 

I(fc20 Cairo (MS) 

11:10 Rome (AZ) 

13*0 Tripoli (LN) 

13.-45 Bahrain. Sharja (GF) 

14*0 Jeddah (SV) 

15*0 Kuwait (KU) 

16J0 Baghdad (IA) 

17 JO Athens (OA) 

20*0 Sana'a (LH) 

21*0 Cairo (MS) 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:17 Fajr 

05:35 (Sunrise) Duha 

11*3 Dhuhr 

15:10 *Asr 

17*1 Maghreb 

19*9 -lsha 


20*0 LarnaeafRJ) 

20*0 Jeddah. Sana'a (RJ) 

20:15 .. Cairo (RJ) 


WEATHER 


Bulletin snppEed by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

As a result (rf the cold front that win ' 
continue to affect tbc Kingdom, scat- 
tered thunder showers and a gradual 
decrease in temperature can be ex- 
pected in the north and central regions. 
In Aqaba, it will be hazy with westerly 
winds and rough seas. 

MmAnaz. temp. 

Amman 5/14 

Aqaba „ 15/22 

Deserts 6/16 

Jordan Valley 10 / 18 

MONEY EXCHANGE 


Saturday rates 

Local seU/btty rates in Sb 

Belgian franc 94.9/ 96.4 

Dutch guilder 176.8/ 179-5 

French franc 38 J/ S9-4 

Italian lira 26-8/ 275 

Japanese yen (for LOO) .... 262-6/ 267.6 

Swedish crown 56 Jl . 57 

Swiss franc ..... 239 21 243.6 

U.KL sterling pound 613.1/ 623-9 

U-S. dollar 336.4/ 341.4 

W. German mark .......... 198*/ 201.8 


emergencies 


Amman governorate 891228 

Amman C3v3 Defence 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Ouweteneb 770733 

Civil Defence Deir Alla S/306 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade 198 

Rret aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192,621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police. 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 


77k Tdatmr 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ahmad Otinnan 786384 

Dr. Mahmoud A wadi 741391 

Dr. Nabfl Mari* 615338 

Dr. Yahia Abdul Rahim 736465 

Fins pharmacy - 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Amenta p h ar m acy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

TAXIS: 

Abram taxi 663911 

Zaidtaxi 664476 

Khayyam trod 641541 

Cairo taxi - ; 819157 

Jordan taxi 623050 



IRBIIh 

... 241798 

S 


...275825 

813813/32 
. 644281/6 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Nasha'at Amman — 

...982680 
.... 98541T- 

. 642441/2 
....642362 
— 636140 
. 664171/4 
....669131 
845845/65 
. 667227/9 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television 

773111/19 

666127/37 

Mimsiiy of Tourism 

... 642311 

. 664164/6 


... 666412 

. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 

Price complaints ............... 

Telephone Information 

... 661176 

12' 

10 

602240/50 

Overseas cafla 

17 

.... 674155 

Repair service 

; 11 ' 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppezftowet price 

Apple trends) " 

Apple (great) — ....... 


(Mnkammar) 

Beans 

Beans (broad); 


Carrot 

Canfiflower (white) ..... 
Cocumheq 


Garik (green).™— ... 


m Bs'per kg. 

. — 420 / 360 

470/400 

...... 350/ 300 

'300/240 

650/ 550- 
...... 270 /.2D0 

...... ‘230 / 180 

280V 220 

....... 160 /X» 

—l- .270/ 200 
— 260/220 
^280/ 220 
— 140/100 
— ... 200 / 150 


Gr ap e frui t 

Lemon "1: 

Marrow 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dnr) 


Shammooti)...— 


Pepper (hot) — 

Pepper (sweet)'— ", 

Potato 

Radtfish 

Spinach 

Tomatoes 


...270/220. 
.. 200/ ISO 
„ 280 / 200 
..140/J0B 
,.220/170 
.. 180/140 
... 350 / 300 
... 480/400 
~ .640/560. 
.. 360/308 
-.130/100 
... 100/ 60- 
.120/100 • 
160/120 
i: 160 / 120 : 
















A Rani 


Crown 


marks 41st 
birthday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Sunday, 
March 20 marks the 41st birthday 
of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

Bom in Amman on Mar ch 20, 
1947, Prince Hassan is tEe 
ypnngcst brotfaer of His Majesty 
King Hassan and heir to the 
throne. 

Prince Hassan has played an 
active role in Jordan’s political, 
economic, military and social 


c hai r ma n Of the board of trustees' 

- of Qneen’Adfa Social Welfare 
’ Fond Saturday opened a charity 

bazaar- hekTai the Social De- 
velopment Centre in Hai Nazzal 
in Amman. Princess Basina 
toured the varibus sections' of the 
10-day bazaar whose proceeds 
: will go to the centre's activities. 

FRESH MEAT: Amman Mayor 
Abdul Ra’bufAJ Rawabdeh 
Saturday opened a centre for sale 
of firesb . meat at Ain Ghazal, 
adjoining the municipality's 
slaughter houseuThe centre wiD 
be mostly useful for tins residents 
of Marla . .district, .'east of 
Amman. 

TALKS IN SYRIA: Jordans 
Ambassador to Syria Ali Khrcis 
met in Damascus Saturday with 
the speaker of the Syrian People's 
Council Abdnl Qader Qaddoora 
and discussed current Arab 

- affairs and Jordaman-Syrian par- 
liamentary cooperation. 
CULTURAL SEASON: The 

- Jordan Academy of Arabic 
(JAA) tins -week embarks on a 
cultural season at die University 
of Jordan with noted intellectuals 
and men -of literature- from Jor- 
dan and abroad giving lectures on 
different literary themes. 

$2M FOR UPRISING: Libyan 
universities have raised $2 miDion 
as a contribution to. support the 
Palestinian people's uprising in 
the occupied Arab land. Associa- 
tion of Arab Universities (AAU) 

- -President Mohammad Dugbeim 
-announced Saturday. He., said 
that he received. a cable from 

r '^Tripofi bating" that a Libyan fund 
conimitine. has collected 
be ref e rr ed to 
^Sftf'A^J headqnaitexs in Am- 
f "man for the benefit of Palestinian 
? indents. ,7 

TIES WITH EGYPT: Minister 
'r of Indostry, Trade mid Supply 
~ TlaHKfi Al TaMffla’ Satnrday re- 
; .mewed wsthiEgyptiah Ambassa- 
.. dor in Amman Ihab “ Wahbeb 
•** 'bilateral relations m the fields of 
;■ .trade and industry. : 

;;.HI G H ER LED UC ATI O N : 
v Minister ofHigber E d ucation Dr. 
:'Nassereddm Al' Assad Saturday 
J Lmet wiifa DiTW^ Gerie^ of the 
L Islamic Educational, Scientific 

- and Cultural Organisation (ISES- 
CO) Dr. Abdul Hadi Butaleb, 

■ and discussed with him boosting 
Jordan's relations with the orga- 
nisation as well as the organisa- 
tion’s projects and programmes 
concerning scientific researches 
and higher education. 

ART EXHIBITION: Her Royal 
Highness Princess Wxjdan AH, 


of fine Arts, will open an art 
exhibition by Spanish artist Maria 
Dolores Travesedb Wed ne sday at 
the Spanish Culture Centre in 
Jabal Amman. 

CLEANLINESS: Zarqa Muni- 
cipality Saturday began a six-day 
deanmiess campaign in two of its 
districts in cooperation with char* 
itable societies and women’s un- 
ions. 

DOCUMENTATION: U.-N. 
University documentation officer 
Dr. Keith Harry arrived here 
Saturday at the invitation of the 
Amman-based AT Quds Open 
University (QOU) during which 
he will give lectures to the uni- 
versity staff m documentation, 
archives ami information fields . 

TOURIST HORSES: Her 

Royal Highness Princess Aha mil 
open the new efinic for tounst 
horses at Petra ot .Wednesday 
March 30 . The dime has been 
established by the London-based 
Brooke Hospital for Animals to 
provide medical boatmen t for 
these tourist horses. 

POETRY FESTIVAL: A prom- 
inent Jordanian literary figure 
will take part in Asia Poetry 
Festival (Kavita Asia) winch will 
open in Bhopal, India, on March 
20. The 5-day festival includes 
discussi ons on two themes name- 


event is sponsored by the govern- 
ment of India and Bharat 


ment of India ana rsnarat 
Bhavan. 

MEDICAL EXAM: Some 270 
doctors from the East and West 
Banks of Jordan will sit for the 
medical board examination winch 
wiQ be held simultaneously in 
Amman and Jerusalem on March 
23 and 24, according to Secretary 
General of the Jordan Medical 
Council (JMC) Dr. Hani Owes. 


The Crown Prince's mark on 
the revitalisation of Jordan's eco- 
nomy has been appreciated at 
home and abroad. 

Prince Hassan’s efforts have 
also focused on the Palestine 
question. He has made detailed 
and extensive studies on the issue 
and is considered an authority on 
subjects connected with the 
Israeli occupation of Arab lands 
and the situation in the occupied 
territories. 


Red Crescent 
societies 
to open talks 
Sunday 

AMMAN (Petra) — A pan- Arab 
meeting grouping representatives 
of Red Crescent and Red Cross 
societies will open in Amman 
Sunday, to discuss matters re- 
lated to their societies activities 
and cooperation in implementa- 
tion of bnmanitarian prog- 
rammes. 

Delegates to the two-day meet- 
ing representing Egypt, Maurita- 
nia and Libya arrived in Amman 
Saturday and were greeted by 
Jordan National Red Crescent 
Society JNRCS officials. 

According to these officials, the 
delegates will discuss assistance 
to be extended to the Palestinian 
people under Israeli rule, special- 
ly m light of the current uprising 
there. They will also review the 
implementation of earlier meet- 
ings held in Qatar in March 1987 
: and: discuss general subjects re- 
lated to cooperation with interna- 
tional Red Crescent and Red 
Cross societies. 


Khasawneh 

inaugurates 

Palestine 

Week 

AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Ham Khasawneh inau- 
gurated the Palestine Week held 
at the Qadisieh College in Am- i 
.man, and wrote a note in the | 
visitors register book undeithriog 
the national unity between the 
Jordanian and Palestinian people 
on both banks *f Iordan. 

“Jordan, under the leadership 
of His Majesty King Hnssein, is 
keen to preserve this national 
unity, which serves as a fun- 
damental guarantee for any 
national effort towards support- 
ing the steadfastness of the 
. Palestinian people in the Israeli 
occupied Arab territories, and 
help them to confront the Israeli 
oppression," Khasawneh noted. 

“Jordan is eager to pursue re- 
. lentless efforts to safeguard the 
rights of the Palestinian people, 
whose problem remains the main 
problem for Jordan," be said. 


New driving 
licence forms 
to be issued 

AMMAN — The Drivers and 
Vehicles Licence Department 
wDl start issuing new driving li- 
cence forms in the coming few 
days department Director 
Mahmoud Abu Hammour was 
quoted by Al Ra'i Arabic daily as 
saying. 

He said that tire new form will 
be more practical and can show 
the different traffic violations 
committed by the drivers. 

The new form of licence wfaidi j 
will appear in Arabic and English 
is expected to be easier to renew ; 
and will save time and effort, 
Abu Hammour said. 

The paper quoted him also as 
saying that licences of taxis, used 
to transport passengers on routes 
outride die mam aties, will not 
be renewed if they are 15 years 
old or more at present. 

Abu Hammour said the depart- 
ment has been issuing new li- 
cences for dri ve r s and vehicles 
through ten security centres in 
Amman and other dries to ease 
the congestion and tire pressure 
at the central department in 
Maika. 
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Princess Basma to open 
Red Crescent Society HQ 


AMMAN — Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma will open a new 
headquarters of the Jordan 
National Red Crescent Society 
JNRCS for men Thursday, which 
is designed to recruit young 
Jordanians to carry out humanita- 
rian activity. 

JNRCS Vice-President 
Mohammad Hadid said the re- 
cruited men will carry our rescue 
and first aid operations to the 
victims of natural disasters, and 
will learn about the basic ele- 
ments of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies work around 
the world. 


Ozal discusses cooperation 
with Jordanian ministers 


AMMAN (Petra) — Turkish 
Minister of State for Planning, 
Finance and Foreign Trade 
Yousef Ozal met in Amman 
.Saturday with Minister of Plan- 
ning Taher Kanaan for a review 
of Tnrkish-Jordairian trade and 
economic relations. 

The two ministers also discus- 
sed cooperation among countries 
in the Middle East region in 
projects of common benefit, 
according to a Ministry of Plan- 
ning official. 

He said that Ozal briefed Ka- 
naan on Turkey’s experiment in 
transferring the ownership of 
organisations from the public to 
the private sector, and said that 
Turkey was ready to open new 
avenues in economic cooperation 
with Jordan. 

The two ministers reviewed the 
adverse effects of the Gulf war on 
the economic situation in the 
region and stressed their coun- 
tries support for all efforts to end 
the conflict. 

Later Ozal met with Minister 
of Industry and Trade and Supply 
Hamdi Tabbaa, and discussed 
with him financial planning and 
matters of foreign trade between 
Turkey and Jordan. 

Tabbaa stressed the need for 
adjusting the balance of trade 


Committee discusses 
Jubilee School project 


AMMAN (Petra + J.T.) — A 
three -member ministerial com- 
mittee, set up by the government 
to discuss the implementation of 
tiie Jubilee School, held a meet- 
ing at Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF) Saturday and beard a 
briefing on steps taken for the 
implementation of the project. 

The committee, which groups 
the ministers of education, plan- 
ning and labour and social de- 
velopment, discussed proposals 
submitted for the project and 
decided on practical steps for 
coordination among parties in- 
volved in the construction of the 
school- 

Iii January, the NHF distri- 
buted awards to three engineer- 
ing firms for their designs of the 


Jubilee School to be established 
in Jubeiba near Amman. 

The model secondary school 
for gifted students will be estab- 
lished in honour of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s deep commitment 
to education, and in recognition 
of the great strides made by the 
country under his leadership. 

The school will provide out- 
standing students from Jordan 
and other Arab countries with the 
highest quality education. 

As a laboratory school, it will 
contribute to the development of 
education throughout the region, 
according to an NHF official. 
NHF Director General In'am Al 
Mufti was among those attending 
the meeting. 


Ministry of Agriculture seeks 
to eradicate animal diseases 


AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Agriculture’s Animal Health De- 
partment is currently carrying out 
a project, in cooperation with 
West Germany, for eradicating 

animal and increasing 

Jordan’s livestock wealth, accord- 
ing to the department’s director 
Gbadoub Asafi. 

He said the project, which was 
initiated in 19%, aims to find 
different types of animal diseases 
by continual testing of samples 
taken from them, to deal with 


diseases at periodic terms during 
the year, to work out a wide scale 
programme for combating conta- 
gious diseases, to train veterina- 
rians on modem trends of wiping 
out animal diseases and to pro- 
vide new equipment and other 
requirements for enabling the de- 
partment carry out this mission. 

Asali said the department has 
set up 12 centres around the 
country for conducting tests on 
animals in specialised labor- 
atories. 


Ministry says risk is ‘inevitable, but tolerable’ 


Jordan Times survey confirm 
circulation of some undated dr 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry of Health has said it is 
ready to look into any complaint of drugs suspected 
to being expired, but that It had no mechanism to 
check all drags without manufacturing and expiry 
dates and that it could not guarantee that unla belled 
drugs were still valid and safe for consumers. 


The new headquarters will 
open a sports dub and a cultural 
centre which will undertake 
sports and cultural activities and 
offer training to the youth, Hadid 
said in an interview with Al Ra'i 
Arabic daily. 

He said that the JNRCS aim* 
to set up first aid centres and 
blood banks in the Kingdom and 
help people in aiding victims of 
aeddents and natural disasters 
and other essential work in coop- 
eration with the International 
Committee of the "Red Cross 
(ICRC). 


between the two countries, which 
is now in favour of Turkey, and 
said Jordan would like to increase 
and diversify its exports to Tur- 
key by selling more cement, phar- 
maceutical products and material 
used in drip irrigation and potash. 

The two sides discussed Jor- 
dan’s phosphate exports to Tur- 
key, which this year will reach 
800,000 tonnes, and touched on 
the prospect of setting up a joint 
Turkish-Jordanian plant for pro- 
cessing phosphoric acid em- 
ploying Jordanian phosphate. 

The two ministers also discus- 
sed means of boosting the volume 
of trade between their countries 
through thfe joint Jordanian-Tur- 
kish economic committee due to 
hold meetings here during the 
month of Ramadan. 

The Turkish minister later met 
with Water and Irrigation Minis- 
ter Ahmad Dakhqan to discuss 
bilateral cooperation and the ex- 
change of expertise in the field of 
irrigation. 

Dakhqan briefed the Turkish 
minister on Jordan’s irrigation 
experiments and projects. 

Later Saturday, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan* 
received Ozal and discussed with 
him bilateral relations and issues 
of concern to the Islamic World. 


Despite calls by drug quality 
control experts and pharmacists 
for the withdrawal of all unlabel- 
led medicines in the market, the 
ministry says the unlabelled drugs 
will remain in circulation through * 
Nov. 21, 1988. 

The Ministry of Health, follow- 
ing British regulations, had sanc- 
tioned the sale of unmarked 
medicine for five years, ending 
Nov. 21. 1988, regardless of the 
manufacturing date of the drug. 
Invokes examined by the Jordan 
Times have shown that some un- 
marked medicines bought by 
drug agents in 1980, 1981 and 
1982 are still in circulation. 

Health Minister Zaid Hamzeb 
said similar regulations were 
being followed by other coun- 
tries, including the United States. 
“It is impossible to check every 
medicine," Hamzeh told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Admitting that there may be a 
risk involved in the sale of un- 
labelled medicine, he said that in 
this case, “risk is inevitable, but 
tolerable.” 

Asked whether he can guaran- 
tee that unlabelled drugs in the 
market were not expired, Ham- 
zeh said: “You cannot, because 
there is no way to guarantee 
anything unless you go and test 
every medicine.'' 

Smuggling of drugs 

A well-placed drug expert said 
there was incontrovertible evi- 
dence that some of the medicines 
being sold in Jordan without 
manufacturing and expiry dates 
were already expired, and may, 
in some cases, constitute a threat 
to consumers' health. 

The expert, who showed the 
Jordan Times evidence that some 
undated medicine in circulation 
was manufactured as far back as 
2975, said some such medicines 
could be ’dangerous, and should 
be immediately withdrawn from 
circulation and destroyed. 

The Ministry of Health insists 
that no unmarked medicine has 
been allowed into the country 
after Nov. 21, 1983, though the 
Jordan Times has examined 
documents showing some un- 
labelled medicine that was im- 
ported as late as 1987. The minis- 
try said, however, that there may 
have been illegal smuggling of 
drugs into the country. 

Pharmacists claim that some 
unlabelled dings, which could be 
expired, have not been registered 
at the Ministry of Health. 

There have been press reports 
recently saying drugs were being 
illegally smuggled into the coun- 
try, amidst speculation that some 
manufacturing companies were 
copying products of other com- 
panies and selling them to drug 
agents in Third World countries 
at lower prices. 

Informed sources said that 
.several brands of unlabelled 
medicines, which were proven 
expired after laboratory tests, are 
still being sold in Jordanian phar- 
macies, despite possible threats 
involved. The sources said that 
ministry was notified officially 
about these drugs, but that no 
action had been taken. Pharma- 
cists say it is up to the ministry to 
“force drug agents to withdraw 
their bad drugs.” 

A drug specialist, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, said 
the British recommendations 
cited for the ministry’s permission 
to keep the unmarked drugs in 
use was irrelevant and could not 
be applied in Jordan, because of 
the absence of a mechanism to 
check the manufacturing date of 
these drags to ascertain their 
validity, and because of different 
storage conditions in the 
Kingdom. 

“By letting every unmarked 
medicine be sold in pharmacies 
for five years, without testing 
samples of each medicine, the 
ministry is wittingly or unwitting- 
ly sanctioning the sale of expired 
drugs," the expert said. “How do 
you know when the drug was 
manufactured? 

“We cannot be satisfied by 
saying all unmarked medicine is 
valid for five years. What about 
medicine which is not valid for 
more than three years, or two, or 
even one year? How can we take 
the British recommendations 
blindly without safeguarding peo- 
ple's health?" he asked. 

Hamzeh said that although 
there were drugs which expire 
earlier than others, there were 
drags whose validity lasted for 
over ten years. 

The drag specialist said that the 
British recommendation did not 


constitute a law. “Why should 
recommendations that apply to 
England apply to Jordan?” the 
expen asked. “To begin with, 
when do we start counting the 


other, and thus “what may be 
expired in this place may not be 
so in the other, or vice versa." 

“If a drug is expired in one 
pharmacy, because of storage 
conditions, we cannot condemn 
ali drug agents and pharmacies," 
Musmar said. 

Hamzeh said he could not rule 
out the possibility that some of 
the unlabelled medicines were 
being illegally smuggled into the 
country, mainly imitations of 
drugs manufactured by leading 
companies. 

Medicines said to have been 
imported after 1983 include Digi- 
far eye drops from the Italian 


five years? From the date of Farmila Company; Virumerz, 
ma nufacturing? From the date of from Merz Pharma Company, 
shipment to Jordan? Or from the which treats herpis; and Lidotbe- 


date medicine is cleared from 
customs and put on the shelves?” 

Storage conditions 

Pharmacists and drug special- 


sin Gel, for local anaesthesia 
from the British Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing Company. A 
batch of Virumerz currently in 
circulation has the expiry date of 
1990 stamped with a regular 


ists pointed out the importance of office stamp and a different ink 
storage conditions and their from that traditionally used to 


direct effect on the stability of the 
drug's ingredients, and its life 
span. One pharmacist said that 


stamp manufacturing and expiry 
dates. Drag specialists said that 
such illegal stamping on the medi- 


storage conditions in Jordan were cine, believed to have been im- 


riation to check on storage prob- 
lems that could shorten the life 
span of drugs, including labelled 
ones. 

Though he expressed unlimited 
confidence in pharmacists' in- 
tegrity, Hinnawi said that storage 
conditions were an element that 
could not be ignored. 

“I cannot guarantee you that 
all pharmacists are behaving 
properly, knowingly or unkno- 
wingly," Hinnawi said. “The 
drug agent should be checked and 
controlled before anybody else.” 

He explained that' pharmacists 
cannot be blamed because “they 
sell what drag agents sell them. 
They (drug agents) should be the 
ones checked by the ministry.” 

Irresponsible drug agents 

He said thar some pharmacists 
were taking their own initiative 
and destroying or returning sus- 
pected drugs, but he agreed that 
dealing with medicines should not 
be left to "good intentions.” 

“The pharmacist has no in- 
terest in selling expired or un- 
labelled medicine,” Hinnawi told 
the Jordan Times. “If the drag 



Souk of these displayed drugs have no manufacturing or expiry dates (File photo) 


“far from perfect." ported in March last year. 

The drug expert called on the amounts to forgery. Hamzeh said 
ministry immediately to begin such practices were clearly illegal 
random sampling of unlabelled and that violators will be 
drags, or to withdraw them from punished, 
the market, and either return In addition. Cediiamide and 
them to the agents to be des- Lanatossied C, both drugs bought 
troyed or returned to the manu- in 19S1 (Digitalis extract use for 
facturer in the country of origin, cardiac failure) are. according to 
Pharmacists said it was difficult pharmacists, clearly expired since 
to carry out tests on unlabelled . a considerable period of time, 
medicines. “It is much easier just 


to withdraw them and get rid of 
them," one pharmacist said. 
“This is the only way to guaran- 
tee the safefy of consumers." he 
said that “it has already been 
practically established that sever- 
al drugs in the market are ex- 
pired.” 

A Jordan Times survey has 
identified at least 26 brands of 
imported medicines that do not 
cany manufacturing or expiry 
dates. Some of these drugs were 
believed to have been imported 
after 1983 despite the ministry's 
ban. 

A drug quality control expert 
working at a Jordanian drag 
manufacturing company revealed 
in a recent study that some of the 
drags given a shelf life of five 
years expired after four months, 
due to storage conditions and 
other elements that cause insta- 
bility in the drug's ingredients, 
and : result in its decomposi- 
tion' and disintegration. The ex- 
pert's research, published at a 
University of Jordan conference 
in March last year, showed that 
the same drugs were valid for one 
year in low temperatures. 

The Ministry of Health's Phar- 
macies and Drug Control Direc- 
tor General, Hussain Eddin Mus- 
mar, told the Jordan Times that 
impurities could also reduce the 
stability of drugs, and that before 
licensing the importation of a 
drug, samples of the drug under- 
go tests supervised by the minis- 
try’s nine-member committee, 
before a green light to import is 
given. However, the drug agent 
does not have to go through the 
technical committee the second 
time he imports a shipment of the 
same medicine. 

One of the committee's respon- 
sibilities is to make sure that the 
level of tqxic chemicals in the 
drug is within a safe limit, and 
that the same drug is in circula- 
tion in the country of origin, in 
the form it is presented to the 
committee. 

Musmar said that unlabelled 
drugs in pharmacies in the King- 
dom amounted to only two per 
cent of the total drags in circula- 
tion. There are nearly 50 drug 
agents and 600 pharmacies in the 
Kingdom. Based on his rough 
estimate, there are about JD 
300,000 worth of unlabelled drugs 
in die market. 

Musmar pointed out that drug 
storage conditions differed from 
one pharmacy to the other, and 
from one drug importer to the 


Lawsuit against the ministry 

On March 3. 1987, the minister 
of health was advised in writing 
by the ministry's chief laboratory 
expert that some unlabelled drugs 
were already expired and should 
be withdrawn from circulation 
and destroyed. The expert said 
the minister did not respond. 

Later last year, the ministry's 
expert was removed from her 
post at the ministry and transfer- 
red to a government hospital as a 
member of the laboratory staff 
there. She filed a lawsuit against 
the ministry, saying that her re- 
moval from her post was an arbit- 
rary action that was a direct result 
of her attempts to stop irregular- 
ities related to the licensing and 
importation of drugs imported by 
drag agents. The laboratory chief 
won the case last month and was 
reinstated in her job at the minis- 
try. No disciplinary action was 
taken by the court against anyone 
at the ministry. 

The laboratory chief, who re- 
fused to comment on her lawsuit, 
had been instrumental in the 
withdrawal from the market of 
Ventolin injection for bronchial 
asthma and I.V. infusion (De- 
xtrose + Saline) in 1985 and 
1986, after a long struggle with 
the ministry and drug agents. The 
I.V. infusion was destroyed while 
the Ventolin injection was re- 
turned to the manufacturer. 

The Health Minister noted 
several such cases when the 
ministry acted promptly to with- 
draw suspect medicines from the 
market, and destroyed them or 
returned them to manufacturers. 

Rateb Hinnawi. a member of 
the Pharmacists Association 
Council, said that it was the 
Ministry of Health’s responsibil- 
ity and duty to order drug impor- 
ters to withdraw the unlabelled 
drugs from pharmacies and des- 
troy them or return them to 
manufacturers. 

He said the drugs should not 
have been allowed to stay so long 
in the market, and that the minis- 
try should have immediately 
withdrawn the drugs from the 
market in 1983, “and not take the 
risk of keeping them in circula- 
tion with the knowledge that such 
medicine could be expired.” 

Hinnawi agreed that there was 
no established mechanism to su- 
pervise pharmacies and to know 
whether they possessed unlabel- 
led and possibly expired drugs. 
He said the ministry should coor- 
dinate with the Pharmacists Asso- 


agent brings him good medicine, 
he will be selling good medicine, 
if he brings him bad medicine, he 
will sell bad medicine, often un- 
knowingly." 

Hinnawi, who is in charge of 
the association's information 
committee and holds a masters in. 
health services and hospital man- 
agement from the University of 
Jordan, urged the ministry to 
take firm action against drug 
agents, who he said were some- 
times acting in an irresponsible 
manner. 

Drug agents interviewed by ' 
Jordan Times admitted that oti , 
drug agents were guilty of “only 
thinking about profits.” but 
added that many pharmacies 
were also responsible. They claim 
that some old pharmacies, where 
turnover was low, did not pay 
sufficient attention to expired 
medicines. 

On the question of prices, Hin- 
nawi said pharmacists raise prices 
in proportion to the amount 
raised by the drug agent when he 
sells the drugs. He said that 
several price changes that have 
occurred were made by drug 
agents, with the rationale that the 
value of European currencies was 
going up. 

"Prices do nor seem to go 
down, only up," he said, adding 
that drug agents were changing 
prices on old stock, and not new 
shipments with higher prices. 

Hinnawi hinted that the minis- 
try may be lax in its dealings with 
the very powerful drug agents in 
the Kingdom. 

Asked about the structure of 
the ministry's Technical Commit- 
tee controlling the imports of 
drags into the country, the minis- 
ter said he did not see a conflict of 
interest in the fact that four of the 
nine-member committee had per- 
sonal interests in certain medi- 
cines. Three of the members are 
drug agents and a fourth is mar- 
ried to a drug agent. 

Commenting on some sugges- 
tions that the structure of the 
committee may influence its deci- 
sions, Hamzeh said: “It is a mat- 
ter of opinion. I disagree.” 

The Technical Committee was 
established by a law issued in 
1972, long before there was a 
drag quality control laboratory 
established at the ministry. 

The basic laws governing the 
duties of the Technical Commit- 
tee did not change since, despite 
the fact that the ministry's labora- 
tory began operating in 1981 with 
its own drag regulatory system. 

This system stipulated in one of 
its earliest regulations in 1981 
that all medicines should carry 
manufacturing and expiry dates. 
This suggests an apparent incon- 
sistency between the ministry's 
decision to keep unlabelled medi- 
cines imported before 1983 on the 
market for five years, and the 
1981 drug quality control labora- 
tory regulation. 
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'Jszmg for the one family 

THE res elation that some medicines, which do not carry 
manufacturing or expiry dates, or have expired, are sold in our 
pharmacies is cause for concern, and should serve as an added 
reason for the creation of some sort of consumer protection 
agency In Jordan. 

Surely, the iindings about the sale of expired medicine in 
Jordan is not the first of its kind, or the last. There are other 
goods on Jordanian sales shelves which call for closer scrutiny 
by nn independent agency, in order to protect Jordanian 
■coasuaiers from greedy merchants, insensitive importers or 
iax officialdom. The quality of our commodities, whether 
manufactured domestically or imported from foreign markets, 
obviously requires more watchful eyes. Also, the pricing of 
goods needs closer scrutiny, in view or the outrageously high 
prices that Jordanians often have to pay. In many cases, 
foreign items enjoy a monopoly in our domestic market because 
there are simply no viable substitutes, and therefore we are 
obliged to buy them no matter how unreasonable their prices 
are. it is absurd, for example, to buy a children’s book in our 
book stores for more than two dinars, when the same book has 
a retail price of around 500 fils in its home market. 

If by this newspaper's random survey we detect a flaw in the 
sale of medicines in our country, whether in quality or price, 
surety there are other commodities in our shops that await 
scrutiny and regulation. An independent agency for consumer 
protection, composed of experienced and qualified people with 
tbe highest standards of morality, may be an answer. 

We have pursued this story of the unlabelled and outdated 
medicines as an example of the loopholes that exist in this and 
all societies, and not because we wish to attack the Health 
Ministry, the drug importers, the individual pharmacies or the 
Pharmacists' Association. The point is that the system in place 
in Jordan today allows some — not many, but some — expired 
drags to be sold to consumers who are being subjected to a 
cruel deception, whether intended or not, and perhaps even to 
health risks, instead of the parties passing the blame on to 
another party, we would think that it is more in keeping with 
our national character and our system of public authority to 
bring together the concerned parties in order to work together 
to plug those loopholes that do exist. For this, in the end, is the 
real meaning and value of being part of the Jordanian family. 


^3BC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Ai Ra'i: Hot questions for OIC 

THE foreign ministers of the Islamic countries are due to open their 
meeting in Amman Monday when they will discuss hot questions and 
issues of concern to the Muslim world. Perhaps the current 
Palestinian uprising in the occupied Arab territories and the Gulf war 
will be on top of the ministers' agenda because of their seriousness 
and the dangers they entail. There might be differences in views 
among the participants of these two questions, but what is certain is 
their agreement on supporting the people who are confronting the 
Israelis and their oppression. In tbe Palestine question tbe Islamic 
countries at large will be lending full backing to the Palestinian 
peopies right to resist occupation, but in the Gulf war the delegates 
will be faced with the question of reconciling Iraq and Iran, two 
neighbouring Islamic states locked in battle and bloodshed. We 
therefore believe that the participants' deliberations over the uprising 
will be completely different from the Gulf conflict. The uprising 
should attract material and moral support from all Islamic states to 
the Palestinian people, while the Gulf war should be dealt with in a 
manner that can guarantee the dignity of both sides and an end to 
bloodshed and a total peace which has already been accepted by Iraq 
alone. The Islamic nations' failure in the past to bring peace between 
Iraq and Iran should not be cause for desperation, nor should it 
prompt the two sides to escalate their fighting. Indeed, U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 59S should form the basis of any peaceful 
solution that can safeguard the national interests of the two sides. 

A/ Dustour: Israel escalates repression 

FOLLOV/ING Israel's failure to stifle the Palestinian uprising by 
breaking tbe bones of youth and murdering innocent civilians, Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin announced that his government 
would impose a siege on Arab civilians and starve the Arab people as 
a collective punishment designed to end tbe revolt. Rabin whose 
troops possess all means of imposing terror and oppression is thns 
declaring that Israel will be adopting a form of repression far 
exceeding the worst and the most terrible actions ever adopted by 
foreign invaders of any country around the world. Ail this, while the 
civilised world is looking on and watching tbe crimes being 
committed day and night against the civilians without lifting a finger 
or taking effective actions to stop the atrocities. Perhaps Israel's 
current measures against the foreign journalists and information 
media mark the beginning of Rabin’s new measures, as they are 
designed to prevent die outside world from knowing about the reality 
inside the occupied lands. But we are confident that these barbaric 
and neo-Nazi measures will not succeed in deterring the Palestinian 
people from pursuing their struggle for freedom. The steadfast 
people seem today more determined than ever to win their rights and 
their freedom again; and Rabin's measures will never stop tbe 
resistance which seeks justice. 

Sawt Ai Shaab: Rallying Arabs 

KING Hussein has held successful talks with the leaders of Saudi 
Arabia and North Yemen on issues of common concern to the Arab 
World. The talks helped to corroborate die resolutions of the 
Amman Arab summit meeting held last November and further 
bolstered Jordan’s links with the two countries. The King’s tour was 
aimed at consolidating Arab countries' stands mid boosting their 
current diplomatic efforts at all levels to serve Arab just causes. The 
talks in Riyadh and Sanaa centred on Arab affairs and means of 
reaching a just settlement to the Arab^ Israeli conflict through an 
international conference. The King is keen on maintaining the 
momentum of diplomatic efforts towards a settlement and this 
keenness emanates from die Kingdom’s concern over die Palestinian 
people and their rights. The King’s moves are also motivated by the 
current Arab uprising in the Palestinian lands in die face of Israel’s 
Oppression. Tbe King is keen on rallying the Arabs in the face of the 
Israeli challenge and for the sake of ending occupation. 


Sunday’s Economic. Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Consequences of bonds 
secondary market 


THE government started to issue bonds and treasury bills two 
decades ago. Since then a secondary market existed by never 
developed. Bond owners were always able to liquidate their 
portfolios at their face value, because the Central Bank stood ready 
to buy any issue at the fixed price, irrespective of the rate of 
coupon, term of maturity, accumulated interest, etc. 

For some time the Central Bank intervention was justified 
because it attracted investors to this new instrument and spurred 
their confidence in the government’s paper. 

But that practice has outlived its usefulness. In fact it prevented 
the development of die secondary market in the proper sense. Thus 
■ the market was prevented from generating signals about the proper 
level of interest rate yield as influenced by supply and demand. 

Tilings are changing now. The Central Bank says that it wants to 
see an active secondary market for government paper, and to leave 
it to the interaction of supply and demand in a free market. 

Although the Central Bank issued a circular on Jan. 25, 1988 to 
establish such secondary market, all that was needed is to leave the 
market alone, and allow various issues to be traded at various prices 
as buyers and sellers may agree. 

However the habit of intervention in price fixing has not 
disappeared. The Central Bank could not trust the market, and 
started unnecessarily to issue a daily yield rate for all maturities, 
saying that it is only an indicator to guide traders of bonds. 

This is not exactly harmful, because it is not binding. Buyers and 
sellers may agree on any yield they think fit. 

Of course the Central Bank should be interested in influencing 
the prices of bonds, not through a daily predetermined yield rate, 
but through actual buying and selling in the market. This will not 
only influence yields but banking liquidity as well, and thus serves 
as an effective monetary instrument, available to the Central Bank 
for the implementation of its monetary policy, whent it has one. 

So far. the market is a sellers market. All banks want to buy but 


none wants to sell. Tire reason is very clean The bonds were issued 
at very generous terms: 8 to S J per cent interest, tax exempt, winch 
means over 14 to 15 per cent taxable interest. Why should banks 
finance businessmen and rak* the credit risk at nine per cent, if tbe 
risk-free bonds can give them modi more? 

However, the secondary market, if left alone would expose the 
irony. If the Treasury was ready to play the role of dump borrower, 
tbe present owners of its bonds will seek the proper price. It was no 
surprise to see bonds trading at six per cent above their nominal 
value. Banks are now competing to buy government papers at an 
effective maturity yield of five to six per cent, because, unlike (he 
Treasury officials, they understand the real cost -of tax. 

So far tbe secondary market of bonds is shallow. The price of 
bonds is still too low to convince institutional investors to sell, and 
the habit of trading bonds at face value is preventing prices from 
rising to their proper level. But this will eventually happen. 

When the secondary market becomes active and produces, 
flexible prices, the Jordanian economy will benefit tremendously. It 
will rid itself from one of its major rigidities. Interest rates will 
become flexible to reflect market forces. Contrary to unfounded 
fears, it will not shoot up to extremely high levels that may hinder 
investments, nor will it drop down to very low levels which may 
afreet savings. It will simply find the proper level which will 
guarantee the balance between supply and demand. 

For some reason, policy makers and economic analysts in Jordan 
are both scared to death from the possible consequences of 
equilibrium between supply and demand, not only interest rates but 
also in every other price. 

We trust that tbe secondary market will show once more that the 
sky will not fall if people dealt with each other in a free market, as 
long as the Central Bank is watching and ready to buy and sell, 
guided by a clear policy and purpose. 


Islam makes entry into Philippine politics 


In the Muslim southern ' Philippines Islamic fundamentalists have 
made a controversial entry into party politics by winning office in 
local elections. Richard Gonrtay assesses the strength and nature of 
the Islamic revival. 


MANILA — In a remote Muslim 
comer of the southern Philip- 
pines, teachers of Islam have 
made a controversial foray into 
parry politics by winning office in 
the recent local elections. 

The move has not only dis- 
turbed the small Christian minor- 
ity and the traditional lay Muslim 
politicians. It is also threatening 
to provide a more fundamentalist 
foundation for Muslim insurgents 
who have been sporadically fight- 
ing for independence or auton- 
omy for 15 years. 

Dr. Mahid Mntilan, the found- 
er of the Ompia (Reform) party, 
was causing waves in. Marawi. 
City, in backward Lanao del Sur 
province, even before he beat the 
administration’s candidate last 
month to become the mayor. He 
set up tbe poorly funded party 
less than two years ago with 
hundreds of fellow Imams from 
mosques throughout the province 
and some lay Muslims. 

For the minority Christians in 
the city, the Ompia party looks 
like the tip of an Islamic Fun- 
damentalist iceberg. Behind tbe 
self-effacing mildness of its front- 
men are more fervent figures who 
may undermine religious toler- 
ance, fears Father Michel 
Gigord, a priest who has main- 
tained a tenuous toe-bold for tbe 
Catholic church in the dty fix- 
more than a decade. 

Traditional Muslim politicians 
on die other hand, perhaps sens- 


ing their days are numbered, say 
the Ompia party is de meaning the 
office of Imam, and have told 
voters that the Holy Koran out- 
laws party politics. 

For Dr. Mutilan, however, 
Marawi City's lack of telephones, 
street lighting, and drinking wa- 
ter, its potholed roads and neg- 
lected schools are testimony to 
the corruption of the traditional 
politicians he has now started to 
unseat. “We are almost in a 
medieval age,” he says. “We are 
a place forgotten by time.” 

Only participation in politics by 
the In\ams could remove tbe cot- 


they make up tbe country’s 
largest and most turbulent 
minority. 

For the moment. Dr. Mutilan 
has carefully distanced himself 
from the throe rebel groups which 
have been at the forefront of the 
Muslim insurgency since about 
50,000 people died in the early. 
1970s at the height of the fighting. 

A shaky ceasefire has largely 
been observed since January 
1987. A committee made up of 
Muslims and Christians is draft- 
ing legislation for autonomy is 
Muslim Mindanao that is called 
for in the new constitution. 

However, the largest rebel 
group, the Mora National Libera- 
tion Front, is growing increasing- 
ly edgy. A referendum, required 


years. 

Dazing Dimaporo’s term, non- 
existent populations sprang out of 
nowhere — because Manila allo- 
cated cement by village. 

During his term, Manila dis- 
bursed enough money to cement 
three roads around the pictures- 
que Lanao lake bat the old dirt 


OPEN FORUM 


Is there another physician in town 


hi ibis opinion, a workable restarting pond for the 



badly hurt because of tbe abortion of the 


government of Lebanon, the secretary of 
ah mfrf*’ “benign negfect” attitude towards 



Arabs, for instance, displayed a receptive ear to tbe “new” 
American ideas, tbe baB wM tty back to tbe adversary^ court 
Most probably, tbe dearly spht IsraeS team wordd bam a brad 
time m hitting back coherently. In earnest one might ask as weS, 
do tbe Arabs need to seek Sbnttz’s satisfaction lor tbeir receptive- 
ness? Not accessary. Bat Arab reaction wotdd be monffared by 
tbe pubbe opinion in tbe US. and ali over tbe world.- A good 


person of tbe Lsraeti prime minster. Ykrbak Shamir. 

No one can predict how tins hard-baB game between the State 
Deoartment and tbe Shamir faction of tbe IsaeB government wiB 


end, even alter Shamir ends his visit to Washington. Jt is worth 
watching. Meanwhile Air those weU-intentioned hieads who are. 


Salim Ayoub 


SSSSESss Lebanese town is 
SBsSs haven for leftists 


! ty the -constitution; irill jwobably 
rupt polmdans who buy vote* . on jy ;I nprcr*rrmitonomy foi the 
apt° $50 a vote atthe Januwy. 3 « y ^ nces where there ’fra 
P 0 ^ 1 and then recoup th e cort, MusL majority. This is a far cry 
and much .more, from pobbe fam the £j provinces imtiallV 


up to $50 a vote at the January, 
polls — and then recoup the cost, 
and much more, from public 
funds when in office, Dr. Mutilan 
says. 

Although he holds a degree 
from AI Azfaar Islamic Univeisity 
in Cairo, Dr. Mutilan (days down 
any Islamic fundamentalist ambi- 
tions and says he does not want to 
introduce Sharia law. Ffis idea is 
to run an adminis tration “influ- 
enced” by Islamic law while re- 
specting the Philippines constitu- 
tion. “We are trying to reform 
the exercise of politics here,” he 
said. 

Apart from bringing a whiff of 
integrity to an area kept on its 
knees by morally bankrupt offi- 
cials, be is also likely to be a 
strong advocate for tbe Muslims, 
At 7 per cent of the population. 


raided the local university's 
budget to build a private army 
called the “Baracudas,” his poli- 
tical enemies claim , 

Dimaporo denies these 
charges, saying the funds were 
pilfered before they got to Mara- 
wi. But Dr. Mutilan maintains 

that if this is true, it could only have] 
have happened if Dimaporo was fleehi 
in league with officials in Manila. ■ tion. 


By Hasan Mroue 

Tbe Associated Press 

RMEILEH, Lebanon — In the 
chaos and intolerance that is 
Lebanon, Rmeileh is an oasis of 
social and political liberty, a 
haven for Leftists and others 
fleeing persecution .and assassina- 


from the 20 provinces initially 
described as die “Moro homo- 
lands,” or the 13 provinces that 
former President Ferdinand Mar- 
cos agreed to make autonomous. 

With the Muslim insurgency 
rumbling like a semi-dormant 
volcano in the background, the 
election of a mayor who actually 
sounds as if he might do some- 
thing for his constituents takes on 
a greater significance. 

The Muslims could never pros- 
per while local politicians had 
their fingers in tbe till in collusion 
with Manila. For this Dr. Mutilan 
and many others b lame S ultan 
Ali Dimaporo, a loyal Marcos 
henchman and the appointed 
governor of Lanao del Sur for ten 


. Most of them did not audit pay- 
ments and were not prompted to 
do so by Marcos’s local 
henchmen. 

Dr. Mutilan is unlikely to give 
Manila such a smooth ride. Tbe 
anti-corruption drive that made 
him mayor in a forgotten town of 
80,000 people is inspired by con- 
cern for die four million M uslim 
Rtipmos, whose demands he says 
continue to be ignored in Manila , 
His zeal is backed up by an 
implied threat. 

“If we cannot get our political 
rights by political struggle then 
what can we do?” Dr. Mutilan 
says when asked if he supports 
the MNLF’s fight. “Now we are 
experimenting with political 
straggle" — Financial Times fea- 
ture. 


Let Shamir say no 

AI Rai’s Tareq Masarwefa said in his column Friday he had no doubts 
Shamir would reject the American peace initiative and that the 
American- Israeli alliance remain intact. This is so because “the 
margin of manoeuvrability that Washington has in dealing with Tel 
Aviv is very limited and could not be compared to the margin 
between Washington and its European allies, or the Japanese." 

Masarweh said that “Shultz's calling Congress stupid for closing 
the PLO office in New York, is a description that fits this 
administration as well in tbe context of American-israeti relations 
through the end of this administration’s term and surely through the 
□ext U.S. administration.” 

“What is important to Arabs is for Shamir to reject the American 
initiative flat, not because we bet on a change in the American 
reaction, but because we are concerned with the Arab reaction.” 

Masarweh said that the Labour Party in Israel was “planning to 
remain silent and leave it for the Arabs to do the rejection on its 
behalf.” 

He said that “what is important is that this time around, when 
Shamir rejects tbe proposal, the American initiative will be felling in 
the same trap it had set for ns. 

“There is nothing wrong with Arabs who reject and those who 
welcome the initiative, to call for a summit, because tbe American 
threats are not coming from the contents of the proposals, rather 
from their ability to be transformed into a bomb in the Arab house, 
in which inter-fighting has become an essential part.” 

Masarweh said the Israeli rejection will put Washington in an 
awkward situation, without straining inter-Arab relations, by putting 
the onus on the American-Israeli alliance to come up with new 
initiatives. 


A Cry for Justice 

lyad Ibr ahim Qatan writing last week in AI Dustour daily: 

A WEEK ago, I watched an English language song by the Jordanian 
group Mirage on Jordan Television. The song is inspired by the great 
uprising of the Arab people of Palestine, expressing their sufferings 
under Israeli rule. The song entitled “A Cry for Justice” has a 
pleasant tune, blending eastern and western styles and serving as an 
impressive message to the world. The song is an actual expression of 
human fee&ngs not only towards a regional national cause, but also 
towards humans and their causes in any part of the world. 

I suggest that the Mirage group be honoured for their excellent 
production, and I suggest that the Ministry of Culture and National 
Heritage present this group with a meritorial award in recognition of 
their great achievement. 

I also suggest that the ministry take the initiative and send copies of 
this televised song to various world television stations and Jordanian 
embassies in foreign countries. 


Will the shroud 
keep its secret? 


This nondescript coastal town* > 
32 kilometres south of Beirut, is a 
remnant of what Lebanon used to 
be before 13 years of dvfl war, 
sectarian hatreds and religious 
fanaticism turned it into a wilder- 
ness. 

Leftist exiles and other re- 
fugees from Beirut and the south 
have fled to Rmeileh, following a 
campaign of assassinations 
against Communists, pro-Iraqi 
Baath Socialists and other leftists 
by Shi'ite fundamentalists spread- 
ing Ayatollah Ruholiah 
Khomeini’s stern brand of Mam 
and other Shi’ite factions. 

One of the first things that 
shows the traveller that Rmeileh 
is different from just about every- 
where else in South Lebanon is 
alcohol. It’s sold openly at the 
side of the road. 

Alcohol , banned in most of 
the region, winch is dominated by 
Shi'ite factions, and in Beirut’s 
southern slums, the Shi'ite stron- 
ghold in the capital. - 

Islamic religious laws banning 


town's government school, said 
that ethnic mix gives Rmeileh a 
non-sectarian nature, where peo- 
ple from different areas and reli- 
gions “feel safe and free.” - 
Samih Germanos, 57,_a Christ- 
ian who fled Beirut’s Shf ite-con- , 
trolled southern shuns, said: 

V We’re very -happy: 1 and feppft"' 
things will kayitfes-waty. £*>’•< 

I Rmeileh ’s acting mayor, Hafim 
KJeib, said: “The tourist influx 
last summer was even better than 
it was in pre-war times.” 

“People in the -sooth prefer 
Rmeileh to other places because " 
it’s the closest resort to them 
which provides restaurants and 
private beaches as well as 
drinks," Kieib added. 

Ali Hujeiri, 40, a fattier of nine 
“who works at a Pepsi Cola plant - 
in a nearby town, said; “I sell 
alcohol on the street as my • 
second job. Most of the people 
who come here to buy alcohol are - 
from the south.” 

“Tin the only one to sell pork 
meat in this area. I started brmg- 
ing it from Mount Lebanon last 
week and in four. days, I sold 
around 40 kilogrammes,” said 
Abu Elie, 32, who opened* small 
snack shop on the main coastal 
highway last year. V . 

Justice Munster Nabih Beni’s 
Amal Movement has been * 
blamed for many of thcassassina- - 
tions of leftists in South Lebanon. 


mixed parties and mixed bathing, Amal calls the people who fled 

even WfiRU*n w^artnor nui i n tni. u. J . _ i, ‘ 


Lkm features 

ONE of Christianity's great mys- 
teries is about to be unravelled — 
or perhaps made even more 
enigmatic. 

This Easter, the traditional 
anniversary of the death of Jesus 
Christ on the cross at Calvary, the 
Pope is expected to reveal the 
results of a scientific investigation 
into the Roman Catholic 
Church's most (reassured — and 
arguably the most contentious — 
relic, the so-called Shroud of 
Turin. 

This four-metre length of doth, 
kept at Turin Cathedral here in 
Italy, is believed by many Christ- 
ians to be the actual material in 
which Christ's body was wrapped 
after tus crucifixion nearly 2,000 
yearn ago. 

The doth bears dearly recog- 
nisable imprints of a man’s body, 
with signs of scourging, nail 
wounds in the palms and wrists, 
and a spear wound in the side. 

When the shroud, which has 
been in the possession of the 
church for around 600 years, was 
last displayed in public in 1978, 
an eminent Italian scientist 
announced that he had found 
traces of blood in certain threads, 
and another expert daimed to 
have discovered pollen in some of 
the fibres. 

The doth has already been 
subjected to a variety of scien- 
tific tests, inducting X-ray, infra- 
red and ultra-violet probes. The 
blood has been identified as hu- 
man blood of Middle Eastern 
origin, while the poflen is thought 
to be of a kind that could only 
have come from the highly saline 
area of the Dead Sea. 


However, the church has al- 
ways been reluctant to submit the 
shroud to scientific testing, fear- 
ing that the fabric might be dam- 
aged. And there was particular 
resistance to pressures to allow it 
to be subjected to the latest radio 
carbon-dating techniques, in 
which a fragment of doth would 
need to be destroyed. 

The Pope .caused widespread 
surprise and controversy in 
church circles when in October, 
1986, he announced that scien- 
tists would be allowed to examine 
the shroud, using carbon-14 dat- 
ing tests. 

Supporters of tbe decision say 
that tbe dating techniques will 
prove that the doth was not the 
product of counterfeiters in the 
Middle Ages. Their opponents 
claim that carbon tests will prove 
nothing because die procedure is 
not exact enough to establish the 
material's true age. 

Neither side now has long to 
wait. Laboratories in Britain, 
Switzerland and the United 
Stales have spent the last 18 
months analysing minute frag- 
ments of the shroud, along with 
samples of identical weave dating 
back up to 4,000 years. Only the 
Vatican knows which of them 
have been taken from the revered 
doth. 

How accurate the carbon-dat- 
ing might prove remains a matter 


even women wearing swimming 
costumes, the consumption of 
pork and other strict moral codes 
are strictly enforced in Shi’ite 
areas. 

But in the summer, Rmefleh’s 
eight restaurants and five 
kilometres of Mediterranean 
beaches and hillside picnic areas 
are packed with people having a 
good tune. 

Hamza, 35, who comes from 
the staunchly Shi’ite town of 
Nabatiyeh in the south, said: 
‘[We can’t buy drinks in Naba- 
tiyeh any more, so we come to 
Rmeileh. In summer women have 
to come here to swim because it’s 
the one of the very few places 
they can do that.” 

Because he lives in a Shi’ite 
area, where such activities are 
forbidden, Hamza declined to 
disclose his family name. 

Until 1985, when Muslim 
forces overran the coastal plain, 
Rmeileh was a mainly Omstian 
town of about 5,000 Maronite 
Catholics. Now there are only 60 
Maronite families left. 

Rmeileh is protected by Com- 
munist Party militiamen, most of 
them Christians, who are albed to 
neighbouring Druze and Sm™; 

Muslim forces who helps keep the 

Stn’ites out 

TTie Syrian army also has a 
checkpoint just south of Rmeileh 
on the Awali River, which 
acts as a deterrent to ShFite. 

Abu Rim, a leftist official in 


for conjecture. Some experts say. the town,. said !XX) refugee fami- 
.the best result can only be to ties — Muslims, Christians and 


establish age wi thin a period of 
150 years. 

Others put the possible marg in 
of error as high as 300 years. So 


“self-deportees." 

Since many are skill ed or pro- 
fessional people, induding doc- 
tors and teachers, Amal recently 
asked them to return to their ■ 
villages. 

The. extremist Iranian-backed 
Hezbollah, or Party of God, is ’ 
also thought to be responsible for 
some of the. killings: \:v 
Hikmat Ai Amin, a Common- ' 
ist doctor from Kfer -Rumman, 
near Nabatiyeh, said his Swiss 
wife and children had to join him > 
in exile because they .had been 
harassed by gunmen since he 
fled a year ago. 

Wafiq Rihan, aShTite who fled * 
Nabatiyeh last year, said: “Amal 
has been pr ess ured : fo iavite us 
back. A few who had big families . • ■ 
and had' to resume their work 
returned.” I 

Rihan, 33, said that the Com- 
munists and the leftist ..Druze - 
“helped us find places to stay and 
in the be^DingWeje&d on Red ; 
Cross supplies?! .. . 

“I’m teaching at tiie school '■ 
now. I was origtoafly a teacher. 

But most of the. other deportees 
here are also workiDg jn their 
particular fields, medicfoe.vihe 
law, and so- otl v . ■ ■ 

. “One doctor who fled Naba- 
tiyeh even has some of h& old 
patients come here to see ium far 

treatment," - . 

Rihan, whore . to *. 

still .five =wHh- thefr _^ 

Nabatiyeh, '. .shards a pooriy fiir-, - 
mshed apaxttnetiEUieat: an aban- , 
doned churc2i; 'Sgnf Anthony’s, . 
with- anodier refugee.. -/ V; - 
He said te wants to Wbacfc to : 

IhV ~ Tt. iLrL’ -J. ■ ■ • - 


Palestinians — five in Rm«Uh Tr • -jT? 

**j£*Sk . . But, . in/. , 

into sectarim^S£S^S: ; r 


the Shroud of Turin nrigfat welT Uent he safoT 7 ■■S^S3SS3SSSS^ 

keep its secret. ^ " I . 
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in Mideast 


Washington- (Agencies) — 

Tlie United States is concerned 
with the spread ofagva need ms- . 
rile- technology iri-ihe Middle: 
EaM.including theaeqaisitioh by 
Saadi 'Arabia - ' of/new Chinese 
®odds, the Stgtc- Department 
sa id Friday.. . . 

Department; • spokesman 
Charles Redfri art con fi rm ed to 
reporters a . Washington . Posr 
story that Saudi Arabia is buying 
from China CSS2-dass surface- 
to-surface missiles that are cap- 
able of ca rrying.n uclear warheads 
up to XSOO kilogrammes. 

But Redman said both China 
and Saudi Arabia has assured the 
United States that nuclear tips 
were nor planned For the missiles, 
which have' yef to" be- deployed. 

He said that Secretary of State 
George Shultz had raised U.S. 
concerns- about the: missile sale 
earlier this, month with Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wu Xueqian. 
Similar concerns were expressed 
to Saudi Arabia “at the highest 
levels." he said. 

Asked if these concerns were 
also made dear to Israel which 
deploys a similar missile called 
the Jericho,. Redman said. “We" 
have urged restraint on 
everyone.” • 

The United Stares has urged 
China ro stop selling Silkworm 
missiles to Iran which' allowed it 
to attack Gulf shipping near the 
narrow Strait of Hormuz. China 
never admitted selling Silkworms 
to Iran, but later announced it 
*, stopped the sales. . 

'* The acquisition' of the Chinese 
missiles by Saudi Arabia “is part 
of a disturbing regional trend in 
surface-to-surface missile prolif- 
eration that threatens the security 
of all the states in the region.” 
Redman said. 

The continuing conflict be- 
tween Iran and Iraq is “perhaps 
the most compelling example of 
this disturbing -trend.” he said. 
Surface-to-surface missiles have 
been used by both sides “in re- 
latively large numbers and have 
caused considerable damage and 
devastation.” • Redman pointed 
resent: .^»ks. berth Iran 
and Iraq, pave-- pepped up^ thett'. 
sorcalled “war ofclhexities.’* ift 
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Palestinian women struggle to resist an arrest by Israeli soldiers in the occupied West Bank 

British Muslims accuse Israel of racist, state-controlled terrorism 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A delegation of 
British Muslims, including former 
pop music star Cat Stevens, has 
accused Israel of “racist, state- 
controlled terrorism" in its sup- 
pression of the Palestinian upris- 
ing in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza. 

The nine-member delegation 
called Friday for returning the 
occupied territories and Israel “to 
its rightful owners, who have 
been driven out of it." Several 
suggested that Jews who came to 


Palestine after Israel’s creation in 
1948 should have ro apply for 
permission to stay. 

“It brings tears to me to see 
what is happening to my brothers 
and sisters here." said Stevens, 
who converted to Islam and 
changed his name to Yousef 
Islam. “What I see here is a 
denunciation and rebelliousness 
against God. a turning away from 
God." 

Group spokesman Ibrahim 
Hewitt, head of the London- 
based Islamic Circle Educational 


Organisation, said the group did 
not officially represent Islamic 
groups but had the support of 
many British Muslims. He said 
the group had not met any Israeli 
officials, fearing their trip to the 
occupied territories mieht be 
blocked. 

He drew gasps from reporters 
at the Jerusalem news conference 
when he said in a prepared state- 
ment: “The Jews seem neither to 
respect God nor his creation." 

The group accused Israel of 
depriving Palestinians of essential 


Denktashfavoursnew approach to Cypriot talks 


NICOSIA (R) — Turkish leader 
Rauf Denktash has called for a 
hew basis for negotiations with 
Greek Cypriots, north Cyprus 
newspapers reported Saturday. 

The opposition Kibris Postasi 
newspaper said the change of 
policy followed pressure on De- 
nktash to soften his stance from a 
special envoy of Turkish Prime 
Minister Turgot Ozal. 

Denktash has so far based poli- 
cy on the U.N. secretary gener- 
al’s March 29. 1986 document 
proposing a bi-zonaL federal fu- 
ture for the divided island. 

Cyprus President George Vas- 
siliou, elected in Greek Cypriot 
south Cyprus in February, has 
said the -U.N. proposals are in- 


valid. 

"Under the circumstances, the 
need arises for the presentation 
of a new document. If they want a 
dialogue, they can come up with- 
out any preconditions." De- 
nktash was quoted as telling Tur- 
kish Cypriot reporters. 

Denktash is president of the 
Turkish republic of north Cyprus, 
unilaterally declared in 1983 on 
territory occupied by the Turkish 
army in 1974 and recognised only 
by Ankara. 

Ankara says it intervened to 
protect the Turkish minority, be- 
lieving that leaders of a Greek 
Cypriot .coup in Nicosia 
tbieatened to.unitB'GyprTJS with.. 
Greece.' 1 '••• : '**• 







King meets Pirzada, Sytenko 


(Continued from page 1) 
Soviet roving ambassador 
Mikhail Sytenko, who briefed the 
King on the Geneva talks on 
Afghanistan and Moscow’s deri- 
sion to withdraw its forces from 
that country. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan attended 
the audience. 

Jordan has welcomed the 
Soviet decision describing it as a 
"wise and courageous” step by 
the Soviet leadership. . 

The King later received Islamic 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (ISESCO) 
Director Genera! Abdul Hacff 
BouTaleb. 

While the undersecretaries of 
the OIC states began drawing up 
an agenda for the foreign minis- 
ters meeting, Pirzada has been 
conducting extensive behind-the- 
scene talks to facilitate positive 
developments in major issues to 
be discussed by the conference. 

Pirzada held 90 minutes of 
talks with Sytenko on the latest 
developments in the Geneva 


talks, the OIC spokesman said. 
The meeting was attended by the 
Soviet ambassador to Jordan. 
The OIC spokesman declined 
further comment. 

A delegation representing 
Afghan rebels is invited to attend 
the foreign ministers meeting, 
according to the OIC spokesman. 

Pirzada also met with the 
Bulgarian ambassador to Jordan 
Saturday and it was believed that 
discussions dealt with the situa- 
tion of Muslims in Bulgaria and 
recommendations made by an 
OlC-appointed contact group to. 
deal with the issue. 

A member of the Turkish de- 
legation to the Amman confer- 
ence said the issue of Muslims m 
Bulgaria was expected to be in- 
cluded in the agenda for the 
foreign ministers. - 

Pirzada also met Foreign 
Minister Taber Al Masri and dis- 
cussed with him arrangements for 
the foreign ministers conference. 
He also met with members of 
various delegations. 


Habib briefs Egyptian leaders 


(Continued from page I) 
Shultz insisted Friday that his 
Middle East peace initiative had 
not failed despite the seemingly 
unyielding objections from 
Shamir. 

Asked in an interview with 
Reuters and Visnews. the inter- 
national television agency, if his 
Middle East initiative was on the 
brink of failure. Shultz replied: 
“No... because it’s the only game 
in town.” 

Shamir left Washington Thurs- 
day after four days of talks with 
U.S. officials in which he con- 
tinued to object to key elements 
of the Shultz-authored peace 
plan, including a proposed inter- 
national conference and the con- 
cept of trading Israeli-occupied 
lands for peace. 

Shultz said Shamir had said he 

wants to keep working on it (the 
peace initiative) even though he 
has registered his strong views. 

Palestinians who are key to any 
peace faifos have insisted the U.S. 
initiative will fail if the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation is not 
allowed to participate. 

But Shultz said he remained 
optimistic: that an alternative 
U.S.. proposal for a joint Jorda- 
ni an-Palestmian .delegation “was 


certainly quite possible.” 
Bahrain: PIO is key 

Bahraini Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Mubarak 
Al Khalifa said Saturday that 
U.S. policy on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict had changed for the bet- 
ter. but said Washington would 
have to recognise the FLO if 
peace efforts are to progress. 

‘T think that there has been a 
fundamental change in American 
public opinion," he said .in a 
British broadcasting Corporation 
interview. 

“Without U.S. recognition of 
the PLO, we will remain far away 
from peace.” he commented. 

Eban favours exchange 

In Brussels, former . Israeli 
Foreign Minister Abba Eban said 
Saturday it was in his country’s 
interest to trade territory for 
peace in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Speaking at an international 
forum organised by a .Brussels 
Jewish group, he said: “Ir .is 
because of Israeli interests that 
we renounce and reject the idea 
of a 100 per cent monopoly by 
Israel of aO die territory and all 
the sovereignty.” 


Officials draft OIC agenda 


(Continued from page 1) 
headed by Nimer, includes the 
representatives of Senegal, 
Brunei and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) as vice- 
chairmen and the Moroccan rep- 
resentative as rapporteur. 

After the election process was 
completed, the meeting was held 
behind closed doors. The Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, reported 
that the major issues discussed 
during the meeting included the 
Palestinian problem and the de- 
velopments in the Middle East, 
Israel's occupation of Arab terri- 
tories, including South Lebanon, 
and issues related to the Al Aqsa 
Mosque and the Iran-Iraq war. 

The meeting also discussed 
economic issues in the Islamic 
World and means of improving 
cooperation among Islamic coun- 
tries and issues related to the OIC 
finances. 

Following the morning session, 
Nimer told Petra that the meeting 
also discuss ed the issue of Israel's 
occupation of Jerusalem and 
other Islamic holy places and 
shrines, the Afghanistan situa- 
tion, international terrorism in all 
its forms and variations and 
Israel's nuclear build-up. 

Delegates from Iraq and Iran 
attended Saturday's meeting. The 
Iraqi delegation was led by Fore- 
ign Ministry International Rela- 
tions Department Director- 
General Riyad Al Qaysi while the 
Iranian team was led by a low- 
level official. Iran’s chief delegate 


to the foreign ministers meeting is 
Sheikh Mohammad Ali Al Tasb- 
kiri, head of the international 
relations section of the Religious 
Guidance Ministry in Tehran. 
Speaking to reporters Saturday 
morning, Tashkiri reiterated his 
country’s stand that Iraq be con- 
demned as “the aggressor” in the 
war before Tehran would agree 
to a ceasefire. 

Qaysi. asked whether the two 
delegations will meet in Amman, 
told Reuter: 

"It's not a question of meeting, 
it’s a question of whether the 
Iranian government is ready to 
accept peace and so far they 
haven’t.” 

“Our stand has always been 
that while we defend ourselves 
we continue to sue for peace, and 
it falls upon the international 
community to impose on tbose 
who do not want peace,” he 
added. 

Sources dose to the meeting 
said the conflict between Libya 
and Chad was removed from the 
agenda for the foreign ministers 
since the Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) is spearheading a 
high-level effort to settle the con- 
flict. 

In the meantime, a Burmese 
organisation said to represent 
Muslims in the country has sent 
an appeal to the OIC to permit it 
to have observer status in the 
pan-Islamic body. A copy of the 
appeal was available to the Jor- 
dan Times in Amman. 


Philippines problem unfolds in Amman 


(Continued from page I) 
said he was carrying a written 
message from President Corazon 
Aquino to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein over the OIC meeting in 
Amman. He dedined to divulge 
the contents of the letter other 
than saying it was to be delivered 
later. 

Meanwhile, Misuari, who is 
heading an eight-member delega- 
tion to the OIC meeting, said he 
believed the Aquino government 
was preparing to resume, what he 
termed," a wide-scale genocidaJ 
war” against the Mindanoa re- 
gion. 

The Philippine ambassador dis- 
missed the MNLFs charges of 
military build-up of more than 
64,000 troops in the south as 
“regular army deployment.'' 

Saez expected that the Philip- 
pine Congress to enact a bill on 


autonomy for the 13-province re- 
gion by December 1988. A ple- 
biscite m the region in question 
will follow in 1989 to dedde the 
final status of the area, in con- 
formity with the amended con- 
stitution which was passed last 
year by the 275-member parlia- 
ment. The 25-member Senate in- 
dude two Muslim members and 
eight Muslim congressmen are 
elected from constituency for the 
House of Representatives, 
according to the ambassador. 

Diplomatic sources estimated 
that the MNLF has 10,000 
fighters. 

Saez said his government 
appreciated the OIC’s “objec- 
tives of extending moral and 
financial support for Muslim 
minorities, but not to the point to 
encourage them to separate from 
their countries.” 


services, indiscriminately raiding 
houses and torturing and beating 
prisoners. 

Amonp others in the delega- 
tion w-. re Sahib Mustaqlm 
Blchcr. chancellor of Muslim 
Educational Services; Isa Darby, 
chairman of the Islamic Organisa- 
tion for Media Monitoring: 
Mohammed Ata'ullah. manager 
of an Islamic resort centre in 
Birmingham. England, and 
Abdullah Powell, chairman of 
an Islamic youth training group. 


Denktash said Turkish troops 
would only withdraw after a 
mutually acceptable final solution 
to the Cyprus problem was 
reached, guaranteed by Turkey. 

Vassiliou visited Athens last 
week in the first foray into inter- 
national diplomacy by the mil- 
lionaire business consultant who 
was elected as an independent 
with communist backing last 
month on his first entry into 
politics. 

During the visit, he received 
lavish praise from Greek Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou as 
well as the leaders of the Greek 
oppo^i^ion parties, with whom he 
h^lo^fem^'^f^rately^during.. 
his “visit. ... • *. 


Arabs urge 
UNDP to 
cancel pact 
with Israel 

CASABLANCA. Morocco 
(R) — Arab governments 
urged the United Nations De- 
velopment Programme 
(UNDP1 Friday to cancel a 
technical agreement concluded 
with Israel last month. 

A statement issued by dele- 
gates attending a UNDP con- 
ference of Arab countries ex- 
pressed indignation that the 
accord was concluded while 
Israel? tfotips wefe'engaged in 
parting down r ihe Palestinian 
uprising in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Over 1 00 Palestinians have 
been killed since the uprising 
began more than three months 
ago. 

“The agreement is damaging 
and contains numerous viola- 
tions and distortions which 
Arab representatives at the 
Llnited Nations had previously 
brought to the UNDP's atten- 
tion,” the statement said. “It 
should therefore be can- 
celled.” 

The three-day conference, 
attended by representatives of 
20 Arab countries, was called 
by the UNDP to discuss a $45 
million development program- 
me for the Arab region for the 
next four years. 

Under an agreement signed 
at the United Nations Feb. 22. 
Israel will provide technical 
assistance to African states 
which request it, with the 
UNDP acting as intermediary. 

A LINDP spokesman said 
the statement would be refer- 
red to the programme’s head- 
quarters in New York, 


Mahdi may be force 
to propose national 
unity government 



KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese Prime Minister 
Sadeq Al Mahdi will probably propose a government 
of national unity because of opposition to an earlier 
reform plan, an opposition leader predicted 
Saturday. 


Hassan Al Tourabi. head of the 
militant National Islamic Front 
(NIF). said both his party and the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP). a member of the ruling 
coalition, would vote against the 
plan if it came before parliament. 

Mahdi told parliament Tuesday 
he would quit if deputies rejected 
his two-vear reform plan calling 
for a new broad- based govern- 
ment to tackle national problems. 

But Tourabi said Mahdi was 
now aware of the intentions of 
the DUP and the NIF and would 
probably present an alternative 
plan providing for a national uni- 
ty government. 

Mahdi had suggested Monday 
for a debate on his proposals, 
which come seven months after 
the partnership between the DUP 
and hts Umma Party collapsed. 

The cabinet, however, has con- 
tinued to function under an 
agreement between Mahdi and 
DUP patron Mohammad Osman 
Al Mirghani to avoid a constitu- 
tional vacuum. 

Tourabi, who described 
Mahdi’s reform plan as a mere 


agenda, said it was now mosr 
likely parliament would postpone 
debate on it. 

Executive powers 

Local press reports quoted 
DUP officials as saying Mahdi’s 
proposals were chiefly designed 
to widen his executive powers 
and had been unveiled without 
consultations with their leaders. 

Mahdi's proposals aim to re- 
vive the economy and end civil 
war in the mainly animist or 
Christian south, where the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLAJ is fighting what it sees as 
domination by the largely Muslim 
north. 

A vote against the proposals by 
the DUP. with 62 seats, and the 
NIF with 52. would leave Mahdi 
to choice but to form a minority 
government with the backing of 
southern Sudanese parties hold- 
ing a total of 36 seats. 

Umma has 101 of the 301 seats 
in parliament. Voting in southern 
constituencies has been post- 
poned indefinitely due to the war. 

“Even if Mahdi wins the vote it 
will be the basis for u minority 


government which is something 
that dews not work in Sudan.” 
Tourabi told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

He said he learned of the 
DUP's intention to vote against 
Mahdi’s proposals when he met 
Mirghani Friday after seeing 
Mahdi the previous day. 

DUP leaders were not avail- 
able to comment. 

Tourabi said Mahdi and Mir- 
ghani had discussed including the 
NIF in a broad-based government 
to replace the present coalition. 

He said NIF leaders were ex- 
pected to receive formal propos- 
als from Umma and the DUP in 
the next two days and joint com- 
mittees would be set up to finalise 
details. 

Mahdi had in the past pro- 
posed including the NIF in gov- 
ernment but had to bow to the 
objections of Umma deputies. 

Tourabi said he believed both 
Umma and the DUP were now 
more willing to let his party join 
them. 

Previous opposition was based 
mainly on Tourabi’s political re- 
cord. He held senior government 
posts under the regime of Jaafar 
Numeiri. ousted in 1985 after 16 
years. 

“The number of people within 
Umma in favour of cooperation 
with the front has increased,” 
Tourabi said. 



Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and United Arab Emirates 
President Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan Al Nahayan pictured in front of 
the Pyramids of Chepaan al Giza 

UAE leader ends Egypt visit 


CAIRO (Rl — United Arab 
Emirates President Sheikh Zayed 
Ibn Sultan Al Nahayan left Cairo 
for home Saturday at the end of a 
week-long visit 

Sheikh Zayed. during his stay, 
discussed boosting economic rela- 
tions with President Hosni 
Mubarak. Ministers signed an 
agreement to expand "bilateral 
trade, now at a level of $24 
million a year. 

The national Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) quoted In- 
formation Minisrer Safwat Sharif 


as saying a team from the Abu 
Dhabi Development Fund would 
visit Egypt next week to study 
joint projects. 

Sheikh Zayed instructed the 
fund to channel investments to 
agricultural production in Egypt. 
Sharif said. The team will study 
reclamation of up to 215.000 
acres. 

Mubarak and Sheikh Zayed 
also called for a united Arab 
stand to help achieve a peaceful 
settlement of the Iran-Iraq war. 


Lagos 
4 Iranians 


LAGOS (AP) — Four Iranian 
men have been detained in con- 
nection with the shooting of three 
Saudi Arabian teachers last Sun- 
day, the New Nigerian newspaper 
reported Saturday. 

The newspaper, citing uniden- 
tified police sources, said the four 
were rounded up at the Nigerian 
telecommunications office in 
Lagos after a Saudi Arabian di- 
plomat saw them making interna- 
tional telephone calls shortly af- 
ter the shooting occurred. 

The Iranians, who were not 
identified, were arrested and held 
for questioning, but no evidence 
had been found immediately to 
link them directly to the shooting, 
the police sources told the news- 
paper. 

Four Saudi Arabian teachers 
were fired upon by a gunman as 
they left the Lagos Eko hotel in a 
car just after midnight last Sun- 
day morning. 



North sheds Marine Corps 
uniform to fight charges 


Oliver North 


WASHINGTON (R) — Lieute- 
nant Colonel Oliver North says 
he must leave the Marine Corps 

— and the uniform that is so 
much a part of his popular image 

— to fight criminal charges 
lodged against him in the Iran- 
contra scandal. 

Dressed in civilian clothes. North 
told a news conference Friday the 
vigorous defence he plans to 
mount at any trial may require his 
attorney “to issue subpoenaes for 
the testimony and records of the 


highest- ranking officials of our 
government." 

He did not specify' whether that 
dragnet might include President 
Ronald Reagan, but North said 
the prospect of going after top 
U.S. officials "strikes me .is ...in- 
compatible with m> continued 
service as a marine officer. 

"Accordingly, with great sad- 
ness. I have tendered my request 
to retire from the Marine Corps." 

The 44-year-old North will 
have served 20 years in the corps. 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Takeaway Is available 

Open daily 0:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road ■ near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 y 


' CHEN’S ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 0:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

x. 6:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Taka-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p. m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Aki/ah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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African countries step up bid 
for international debt dialogue 


NAIROBI (R) — African nations are stepping np 
efforts to stage an international conference on their 
crippling foreign debt despite a cool response from 
creditors. 


Finance and foreign ministers 
from 12 African nations are to 
meet in Zambia Monday in a 
fresh bid for a breakthrough m 
the three-year-old initiative. 

The aim is apparently to intro- 
duce some collective bargaining 
to loan talks, under which debtor 
countries currently negotiate in- 
dividually with donors such as the 
Paris Club of official creditors. 

“If you go to Paris (now) then 
you are going in the capacity of 
an unaccompanied debtor to 
stand trial before a council of 
creditors... like a client unaccom- 
panied by a lawyer,** complained 
Zambia’s Finance Minister Gib- 
son Chigaga last month. 

The two-day ridks follow a spe- 
cial summit of the 49-nation 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) last December on the 
S200 billion debt of the world's 
poorest continent. 

This represents a more than 
fifteen-fold rise since 1970, when 
it was only $13 billion in the red, 
Oiiga ga noted. 

According to the Addis Ababa- 
based U.N. Economic Commis- 
sion for Africa, African countries 
now spend cm average some 40 
per cent of their export earnings 


on servicing the debt. 

The cost is crippling for a conti- 
nent trying to breathe life into 
stagnant economies, exhausted 
by rapid population growth and a 
slump in world prices for oil, form 
and metal exports, and facing 
civil strife and growing ranks of 
refugees and the hungry. 

Africa's official and commer- 
cial creditors, mainly Western, 
have shown little enthusiasm for 
an international debt conference 
since it was first proposed in 
1985. 

They apparently prefer to deal 
with each country separately, if 
only to avoid setting a precedent 
that could be exploited by Latin 
American big debtors. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary James ■ 
Baker said two weeks ago there 
was no magic formula to the 
global debt crisis, and urged a 
continued case-by-case strategy. 

Michel Camdessus, managing- 
director of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), who is at 
the forefront of efforts to find 
new ways to solve the dilemma, 
said last month the adaptability of 
the case-by-case approach should 
not be underestimated. 

At the Lusaka talks will be 


minis ters from Africa’s top de- 
btors — Nigeria and Egypt — and 
Algeria, Congo, Zimbabwe, 
Madagascar. Mali, Senegal, 
Sudan Tanzania, Zaire and 
Zambia. 

The last seven are among what 
the World Bank calls the 22 most 
“debt distressed" of the 40-odd 
countries south of the Sahara. 

Next week’s talks follow action 
by both official and commercial 
creditors to relax terms on Afri- 
ca's debt and new initiatives by 
the World Bank, the IMF and the 
African Development Bank. 

Thesc axe expected to open 
taps to $3 billion a year in fresh 
aid for sub-Saharan Africa alone. 

But at least S2 billion more is 
needed annually to meet the re- 
gion’s needs, said a special panel 
set up by U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar last April 
to study Africa's economic woes. 

The Lusaka meeting is ex- 
pected to shape a draft agenda, 
and suggest a date for the prop- 
osed international debt confer- 
ence. 

Zambian President Kenneth 
Kaunda, as current OAU chair- 
man, then hopes to tour Europe 
before May to woo creditors' 
support. 

He will be hoping for a better 
response than shown by African 
heads of state at the OAU*s own 
debt crisis summit in December, 
when only nine leaders attended. 
The rest sent envoys. 


Protecting farmers costs $147b a year 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Pro- 
tecting the incomes of formers 
now costs taxpayers and consum- 
ers of the richer industrial coun- 
tries about $147 billion a year,a 
former State Department food 
expert estimates. 

A «tudy by Fred H. Sanderson, 
now with a private study group 
called the National Centre for 
Food and Agricultural Policy, 
estimates that most of the total 
goes to formers, but that $50 
billion is a “deal loss.” The cost 
has almost doubled in the past 
decade, he savs. 

The report quotes an Austra- 
lian caknlation that says support 
to dairy formas cost $835 per 
cow in the United States, and 
$410 in the countries of the Euro- 
pean Community. 


Sanderson’s own calculations 
cover 10 countries of the com- 
munity: Britain, France, West 
Germany, Italy, Belgium, Hol- 
land, Ireland, Bemmark, Luxem- 
bourg and Greece. Spain and 
Portugal are more recent mem- 
bers. 

Consumers in those 10 coun- 
tries paid $36 billion of the cost in 
1986, and taxpayers $27 trillion 
for a total of $63 billion, Sander- 
son figures. 

That is almost as much as the 
cost in Japan and the United 
States combined. The Japanese 
total of $34 billion was covered 
largely by consumers — $29 tril- 
lion — with only $5 billion pro- 
vided by government source. 

In the United States the ba- 
lance is reversed: $25 billion sup- 


plied by taxpayers and $5 billion 
by consumers. 

Only a fraction of these 
amounts would be needed for 
direct aid to needy formers that 
would be more effective and dis- 
tort markets less, he argues. 

Now, he says, two-thirds of 
U.S. government payments go to 
households with average incomes 
of $55,000 a year; in Europe 25 
per cent get an average of more 
than $9,000 a year from govern- 
ment budgets and the other 75 
cent get an average of only 


per cer 

$ 1 , 000 . 



If so, a special treat is waiting 
for you and your friends at 
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don t miss the fun 

For reservations please call 6486! Ext. 2141 

(J}H0TEL^0KCIW INTER? CONTINENTAL 


Sanderson wains of the danger 
of a trade war that would be 
costly to all countries that export 
farm products. 

“Most governments acknow- 
Uberatisatkm an ultimate 
be said. ‘Tint in agricul- 
ture, protectionism is more 
strongly entrenched than in any 
other economic sector.” 

U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan's administration has 
proposed that all subsidies be 
phased out by the end of the 
century. Spokesmen for the 
European Community, its major 
partner in trade negotiations, au- 
gurs that some subsidies most be 
kept to maintain small farms. 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The start of the week was a disappointing day 
as only a total of 218,226 shares were traded for a volume of ID 
269,219 spread over 289 contracts. 

Although shares of 46 companies were traded Saturday only 
two companies figured prominently, namely: The Jordan Ceme nt 
Factories Company (48,301 shares for JD 52,119 covered by 43 
deals) and the Jordan Sulpho Chemical (19,388 shares for JD 
53,912 c o v e red by 20 transactions). 

Trading in the Jordan Lime and Silicate Brick Industries shares 
amounted to 47,800 shares bat the volume stood only at JD 
11,472 spread over 25 contracts. U ni vers a l Insurance ranked m 
fourth place at 15,000 shares with all the rest of the c o mpani es 
falling under the level of 8,000 shares. 

As to volume, Jordan Paper and Cardboard Company ranked 
third for a total of JD 21,497 followed by Cairo Amman Bank fix 
JD 13,080. 

Trading at die parallel market amounted to 37,700 shares fear a 
total of JD 28,162. 


Jordan Cement Factories 
improves financial image 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
(JCFC) last year repaid all its 
overdue debts and loan instal- 
ments with interests and realised 
a net profit of JD 8 million which 
accounts for 16 per cent of the 
capital, according to JCFC Direc- 
tor-General Khaldoun Al 
Thaher. 

He said that this successful 
performance enables the com- 
pany to distribute dividends to 
shareholders at the rate of eight 
per cent and to transfer JD 2.75 
million to the reserve accounts. 

In 1985, he said, the JCFC 
borrowed JD 2.75 million to dis- 
tribute dividends to the sharehol- 
ders became daring that year the 
company sustained a loss of JD 
622,202 and had to distribute 
dividends at the rate of six per 
cent only. 

In 1986, the company distri- 
buted a similar percentage but 
was able to make np for the 1985 
losses and to pay back JD 143,615 
taken from the c ompa ny’s re- 
serves. 

In general, Thaher said, JCFC 
repaid $64 million of foreign 
debts and JD 19 milli on of local 
loans in addition to interests dar- 
ing the past year. 

According to the JCFC direc- 
tor-general file company now 
sells cement to a number of Arab 
countries. A Jordanian-Egyptian 
agreement provides for the sale 
of 750,000 tonnes of cement to 
Egypt, but this will be increased 
by 20 per cent under a new 
amendment to be signed by the 
end of this month, Thaher noted. 

He added that North Yemen 
will buy 200,000 tonnes of Jorda- 
nian cement under a contract 



Khaldoun Thaher 

with JCFC and Iraq and Sudan 
are buying unspecified quantities 
in accordance with their needs. 

Thaher noted that the company 
was faring transport problems 
specially between the Rashariieh 
mines and Aqaba due to insuffi- 
cient lorries specially made for 
such operations. He also com- 
plained of fines which the com- 
pany pays now and then for load- 
ing delays at Aqaba. 

At present, he said, 3,000 ton- 
nes are being transported from 
Rasharfieh to Aqaba on a daily 
basis. 

Thaher proposed the establish- 
ment of a special silo at Aqaba 
where cement can be stored until 
vessels are ready to take them 
from the port, and so avoid 
paying fines on delays at Aqaba 
harbour. 

Thaher also outlined different 
measures being taken by JCFC to 
reduce pollution, resulting from 
cement dust, over the city of 
Fuheis and other residential areas 
around the mines, in^thenp^s of 
the country. • 


Financial training course opens 


AMMAN (Petra) — An adv- 
anced training course on financial 
controls and organisation of work 
at warehouses opened at Amoun 
Hotel in Amman Saturday. 

Jordan Audit Bureau President 
Hashetn D abbas addressed the 


Furnished or unfurnished apartment. 

Location: Al Jubaiha, overlooking the University of Jordan. 
Deluxe: three bedrooms, three bathrooms, large salon, living 
and dining rooms, large kitchen and garage. 

For more Information please call Tel. 848675 Sunday, 
Monday afternoon. 



EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
FOR AN 


Dirasat, a specialised research journal published by the 
University of Jordan has a vacancy for a native speaker of 
the English language to be employed as an editor in 
accordance with the following qualifications: 

1. Applicant must be a holder of the MA degree in 
English. 

2. Holders of the BA degree in English may apply 
provided that they have considerable experience in 
this field. 

3. Applicant must apply in person at the Person- 
nel Department - the New Presidency Building 
at the University of Jordan during working 
hours from LOO ajn. - 5.00 p.m. Saturday - 
Wednesday no later than a week from this 
date. 



Hasbem Dabbas 
opening session saying that the 
course is linked to development 
projects being implemented by 
the government. 

Dabbas outlined the role which 
financial controls can play in the 
process of purchases of equip- 
ment and materials and the im- 
portance of maintaining controls 
and organising warehouses. 

During the two-week course, 
the participants will hear lectures 
designed to raise their efficiency 
and improve their s kills in manag- 
ing warehouses and controlling 
financial matters related to pro- 
curement and purchases. 

Delegates from Jordan, the 
United Arab Emirates, Tunisia, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, North Ye- 
men, Oman, Sudan, Algeria and 
Saudi Arabia are taking part in 
the coarse. 


Weekly Amman Financial Market trading 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The following table summarises trading activities at the Amman Fhmicial Maiiei during ihc 
mwfr sfsrtrmr SLatnrrlxv Munch 12. SR and atdinr Tuesdav. Match IS, 188. (Figures m Jormmm dinars). 


Name of compan y 

Raul c io g aiwl fimocDd 

Industrial Development Bank 

Petra Bank 


Jordan Kuwait Bank 

Jordan Gulf Bank 

Housing Bank — ... 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

fjiim Amman R ank 

Bank of Jordan 

Arab Bank - 

Jordan National Bank — ........ 

Jordan Finance House for Development 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation ..... 
Finance and Credit Corporation — 


National Portfolio Securities 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) ... 
Real Estate Financing Corporation ... 
Al Mashnsk Exchange — 


Insu ra nce and retonrancc 

J ordan French Insurance 

REPCO Life Insurance 

Jordan T iw|n r | y w 

Arab Ufe and Accident Insurance 


Holy Land Insurance .. 
Philadelphia Insurance 


Jerusalem Insurance ... 
Jordan-Gulf Insurance 
Universal Insurance .... 
General Insurance 


Mkkfle East Insurance 

Al-Izdihar Insurance 

National Ahiiya Insurance 


Services and industries 

General Investments 

I nm a for Investment and Financial Facilities 


Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) ... 
Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment 
Jordan Leasing Corporation 


eerco 


Jor danian Electric 1 

Irbtd District Electricity 

Arab International Hotels 

Hotels and Tourism - 

Garage Owners Federation Office 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 

Jordan Press Foundation 

Jordan Press and Publishing 

DarAISbaab Press, Printing and Publishing 


Arab P lwrmflHHitiral Manufactu ring 


Jordan Phosphate Mines 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Iotaj) 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 

Jordan Kuwait for Agricultural Products 

Aladdin Industries 


Jordan Worsted MiBs 
Jordan Ceramics 


Jordan Industries and Match (JTMCO) 

Dar Al Dawa’ for Development and Investment .. 


General Mining i... 

Jordan Petra team Refinery 


National Industries 


Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) 

Livestock and Poultry 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 


Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Himeh Mineral 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Woolen Industries — 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

Mas IndiBtries 

Arab Center far Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals 


Jordan Glass Industries 
Grand total 


. Nnaibcr 

Vefamie 

Opening 

ffmdng 

Pm 

of dares 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 

50 

67 

1.340 

1.340 

1.000 



— 

— 

1.000 

2140 

3766 

1.760 

1.760 

1.000 

2120 

3371 

1.590 

1390 

1.000 

1572 

1886 

1.200 

1.200 

1.000 

5850 

9360 

1.600 

1.600 

1.000 


1 _ 

— 

— 

1.000 .i 

1027 

30810 

30.000 

30.000 

5.000 • 

522 

8474 

16.320 

16.200 

5.000 1 

920 

104682 

114.250 

113300 

10.000 I 

3398 

8300 

2.450 

2.450 

1.000 


- 

— 

— 

1.000 i 

6000 

8140 

1.850 

1-870 

1.000 

10713 

6351 

0.590 

0380 

1.000 

.. 217500 

424381 

1.850 

1.830 

1.000 

2623 

2197 

0.850 

0.830 

1.000 


__ 

— 

— 

1.000. 




— 

— 

2.000 

— 

' — 

— 

— 

10.000 

4857 

26916 

5.600 

5.470 

1.000 : 




— 

— 

1.000 




— 

— 

1.000 • 

2410 

2258 

0.920 

0.940 

1.00Q ’ 




— 

— 

logo ; 


_ 

— 

— 

l-ooo ; 



— 

— 

1. 000 . 

203 

197 

0.960 

0.970 

1.000 

52Z3 

6879 

1310 

1300 

1.000 




— 

— 

1.000 

625 

450 

0.730 

0.720 

1.000 




— 

— 

1.000 ’ 

_ 



. — 

— 

10.000 ; 



_ 

— 

— 

10.000 

— 



1 — 

— ■ 

1.000 

1150 

1452 

1.260 

1.260 

i.ooo ; 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 : 

i 

2000 

2660 

L340 

1330 

UJOO i 

_ 



— 

— 

1.000 1 

14642 

6589 

0.460 

0.450 

1.000 

2433 

1022 

0.430 

0.420 

1.000 

9150 

3020 

0.340 

0330 

1.001) 

4596 

3562 

0.720 

0.770 

i.ooo 

61463 

11369 

0.690 

0.680 

1.000 

8750 

2807 

0.840 

0.820 

1.000 

3177 

4670 

1.470 

1.470 

1.000 

500 

480 • 

0.960 

0.960 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

5800 

5030 • 

0.870 

0.850 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

IjOOO & 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 ■' 

84 95 

3456 

0.410 

0.400 

1.000 

10519 

10832 

1.030 

1.020 

1.000 

4554 

9563 

2.100 

2.100 

1.000 

145150 

215942 

1340 

1.480 

1.000 

1671 

3829 

2.350 

2350 

1.000 

2558 

3706 

1.460 

1.440 

1.000 

1250 

5463 

- 4.400 

4350 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

L000 

30650 

42266 

1.400 

1390 

1.000 

40061 

75578 

1.890 

1.860 

1.000 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

1.000 

4473 

4742 

1.060 

1.050 

1.000 

22946 

40088 

1.780 

1.740 

1.000 

5000 

3645 

0.750 

0.720 ■ 

1.000 

2625 

3935 

1.530 

1.490 

1.000 

104923 

306618 

2.850 

2.900 

1.000 

. _ 36600 

... 66062 . 

.1.850 

_1JSQ„ 

5.000 

1761 

12492 


"7.070 

• 1.000 
• 1.000 

411714 

105859 - 

0.250 ■ 

0360 

1.000 

2000 

1000 

0300 

0300 

1.000 

8600 

3166 

0380 

0.370 

1.000 

5440 

7262 

1.340 

1.320 

1.000 A 

90 

68 

0.740 

0.750 

1.0007 

1854 

2182 

1.190 

1370 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

2691 

8513 

3380 

3.190 

1.000 

25100 

16753 

0.670 

0.650 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

13900 

14024 

1.010 

1.000 

1.000 

12450 

11838 

0.950 

0.930 

1.000 

24919 

69741 

3.040 

3.030 

1.000 

43711 

46782 

1.070 

1.060 

1.000 

3750 

3828 

1.030 

1.020 

1.000 

1,361,206 

1,790,962 





Spanish company fights Kuwaiti bid 


MADRID (R) — Spain's second 
largest food company acted Fri- 
day to fend off a takeover bid by 
the Kuwait Investment Office 
(KIO). 

The board of Ebro Compania 
De Azucares Y Alcoholes SA 
said it had agreed to increase the 
company’s share capital by 40 per 
cent by raising the nominal value 
of its issued shares through a 
transfer from reserves. 

It also advised shareholders not 
to accept KIO’s offer, made 
through its main investment arm 


in Spain, paper pulp company 
Terras Hosteoch SA., which it 
controls. 

“The Terras offer ... does not 
reflect the real value or the pros- 
pects for the future of the com- 
pany,” Ebro said. 

The KIO places Kuwait’s pet- 
rodollars in investments worl- 
dwide and recently bnflt a stake 
of more than 20 per cent in 
British-based oil multinational 
British Petroleum Co. "Pic. 
(B.P.). 

Ebro controls one-third of the 


Spanish sugar market. 

KIO has offered 30,000 pesetas 
($268) a share to boost its stake in 
it to 51 per cent from 20 per cent. 

The shares were trading at 
19,000 pesetas ($170) Monday 
before the Madrid Bourse sus- 
pended trading pending the 
takeover offer. 




REQUIRED 



BY LARGE PRIVATE 



ESTABLISHMENT IN AMMAN 


an experienced and enthusiastic 

FIRST CLASS 
INDIAN CUISIN 


CARPENTER 

Applicants to have at feast 5 years experience in repair of high 
quality furniture (indoor and outdoor) and be farrtifiar with 
different kinds of timber and carpentry work. 

EXPERIENCED CARPENTERS please apply (with re- 

AFTER THE HOLIDAY INN ’ 

TOWARDS 3rd CIRCLE 


cent photo) to: 

TEL. 659519-659520 


PERSONNEL MANAGER 
P.O. BOX 3312 AMMAN. 



Shape up... 
And 
Join ... 

Shmisam Physical 
Fitness Center ; 

TEL 8T03S3 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


OUTRAGEOUS 

fortune 

ftrimnaneis 330, k00, 8:30. 1030 



Cinema 


RAINBOW 


ALAIN DELON 
IN 

THE FIGHTER 

Pcriomumocs 3:15. fcjM. HJO. 111:51 



^ NifOUM CINEMA « formerly Opera » 


IN THE LINE 
OF DUTY 


Pcrfo 


(330.6:15.830. 1030 



fCinema 


plaza 


Tel: 677420 


.. . ... FERIIIS 
BUEHLER’S DAYOFF 




Performance^ 3:30. MM. ffcTO. 10:30 ' 
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- AJytMAN. (KT& — : In a. final 
hoar cfraina, as the results of the 
■Kuwait International Rally were 
, confirmed : .Saturday night , 
-Mohammed Bin Sulayem and 
RonarrMOTgair, drivingtbc Mari- 
. bora/BF sponsored Toyota CeKca 
“Turbo were declared winnersaf- 
'ter a 'protest, entered by Toyota 
foam MiddteJjEast jmanager, Ter- 
ry Plant, was “ upheld by rhe orga- 

nisers. . *• "" ~ "• 

. The story, behind- the drama 
' went back' to; time control 16 
during ' Saturday's - stages when 
SaeedAjHajnVAudi Quattro 
entered the time control one mi- 
nute" early, thereby' incurring die 
mandatory twommufe penalty 
under section 17B of the regula- 
tions.' -j 

Until then, Al Hajri had been 
leading, and bad indeed been 
declared the provisional winner 
having spent the - day taking 
advantage of the Quattro’s excep- 
tional grip in the slippery dust of 
the stages. Bin Sulayem, driving 
flat-out all day just could hot get 
the greater power of the Toyota 
to. convert into sufficient traction 
to increase his 18 second lead of 
Thursday night, and had to watch 


helplessly as A1 Hajri ate up the 
seconds, widening the gap to give 
him a 76 second lead by the end 
.of the day; 

Nonetheless, a win is a win, 
and Sulayem is now set to push 
just cur hard in the next event, in 
Jordan. 

Meanwhile, away from other 
two main protagonists, further 
down the field, both Michel Saleh 
(Audi) and- Abbas Al Mousawi 
(Talbot) had strokes of bad luck 
when they went out on stages 8 
and 10; Saleh with a blown en- 
gine, and Al Mousawi with a 
repetition of his unfortunate de- 
parture from the Qatar event, 
when a Croat suspension strut 
broke. 

This left the running dear for 
Qatari Sultan Al Suwaidi in his 
Croup 4 Toyota Celica to earn 
himself some valuable cham- 
pionship points with a brilliant 
drive to third place. 

A disappointing result, then, 
for Al Hajri who was clearly 
driving on top form, and another 
win, and of course the points, for 
Sylayem and Toyota. In the 
words of every enthusiast “thats 
rallying” ... 


Jordan nests 
9 medals 


Official result 

1. Mohammad Bin Sulayem Honan Morgan Toyota Celica 

2. Saeed Al Hajri/Steve Bond Audi Quattro 

3. Sultan Al Suwaid i/Dave Orrick Toyota Celica 

4. Josef Miskulnig/Klaus Schwingenshloeg! Nissan 240RS 

5. Faez Qnhab/Hanna Chihab Mitsubishi 

6. Ahmad Al Nassct/Bader Al Zaidi Mitsubishi 


Time 

1.54.37 

1.55.21 

2.19.25 

2.19.52 

2-30.04 

2.44.44 


‘Fast Freddie’ Spencer retires 


SHREVEPORT {R) — Three- 
time world motorcycling racing 
champion Freddie Spencer 
announced Wednesday his retire- 
ment from the sport. 

“I’ve been racing hard for the 
better part of 2(/ years, ” the 
American rider known worldwide 
as “Fast Freddie” said, in making 
his surprise announcement. “Its 
time I gave my body a rest.” 

Spencer said be made his re- 
tirement decision before next 
week’s season opener in Suzoka, 
Japan, after suffering severe ten- 
donitis in his right wrist during 
recent machine testing in Au- 


stralia. 

Spencer underwent wrist 
surgery in 1986 and was sidelined 
for the season. But despite the 
surgery he developed tendonitis 
in the wrist and the recurring 
problems from it led him to re- 
tire. 


‘After the HRC (Honda Rac- 
' Coip) training programme in 
lifoima this winter, I felt fit 
and was eager for the season to 
begin. But [expect a certain level 
of performance from myself, with 
the only objective being to win 
the world title,” he said. 


DAMASCUS (J.T.) — Jorda- 
nian athletes won nine medals in 
the ninth Arab Cross Country 
Tournament held in Syria Friday. 
Jordanian women participants 
displayed their strength brilliantly 
by snatching six medals — four 
gpld, one stiver and one bronze. 
The male participants contri- 
buted their share too, by winning 
two silver medals and one bronze 
medal. 

In a target shooting tourna- 
ment held in Cairo, Egypt Friday, 
Jordan won the gold and bronze 
medals. 


Volleyball 

tournament 

begins 


AJLOUN (Petra) — A two-day 
volleyball tournament for female 
students in public and private 
community colleges in Jordan 
opened here Saturday. 

The first day’s games (best of 
three), Huwwara Community 
College beat Al Andalos College 
and the Amman Training College 
beat Cordoba. 


Iraq 


beats 
Bahrain 
in Gulf 
Soccer 


Cup 


RIYADH (R) — Iraq won the 
Gulf Soccer Cup Friday with a 1-0 
victory over Bahrain. 

Experienced Iraq made its way 
to the top unbeaten in six games 
with 10 points in the seven-team 
Round Robin Championship. 


It was the third time the Iraqis 
had won the cup since the com- 
petition started in 1970. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) finished in second place 
with eight points and hosts Saudi 
Arabia third with seven. 


Laith Hussein scored the win- 
ning goal for Iraq, calmly pushing 
in a cross from forward Karim 
Allawi in the 49th minute. 



Steffi Graf 


Yannick Noah 


Graf struggles while 
Noah steals the show 


KEY BTSCAYNE, Florida (R) 
— Top-seeded Steffi Graf strug- 
gled in the first set before beating 
South African Rosalyn Fair bank 
7-6 (7-0). 6-0 Friday, but the 
charismatic Frenchman Yannick 
Noah was the focus of attention 
the third round of the $2.1 


in 


million International Players 
Championships. 

Tbe sixth-seeded Noah display- 
ed his usual acrobatic, brilliant 
tennis in his win over No. 27 seed 
Tomas Smid of Czechoslovakia 
7-6 (7-4), 6-2, 6-2. 

Eight seeds fell in both men’s 
and women’s singles. 

Argentine Martin Jaite was up- 
set by No. 26 seed Ramesh Krisb- 
nan of India 3-6, 6-3, 6-3. 6-3, and 
American Zina Garrison was sur- 
prised by South African Elna 
Reinach, the world 75, 1-6, 6-2, 
6-4. 

Graf, the world's number one, 
had problems with her normally 
devastating groundstrokes as 
Fairbank repeatedly won points 
on unforced errors by Graf. 

However, by the end of the 
tiebreaker, which Graf won 7-0. 
the 18-y ear-old West German 
had found her rhythm and taken 
control of the match. 

Noah, world 11, started slowly 
and was pushed to a tiebreak in 
the first set, which had no breaks 
of serve, but lifted bis game in the 
second and third sets to eliminate 
Smid. 

Noah controlled the last two 
sets so soundly that he began 
hitting trick shots to entertain the 
crowd. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


„ JSY CHAHCES.OOREN 
• AND OMAR SHARIF -V 1 -* 

Trflwntffate Service*, 1 


Q.lr Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4QJ76 . 7Q9S2 CJJ 4Q87 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

14 DM Pass 7 

What action do you take? - 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.4 - Same hand and auction as 
above, but this time your side is vul- 
nerable. Does that make a 
difference? 


QJ- Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

• QJ76 9J3. 0Q9S2 *Q87 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

1 * Dbl - Pass ? • 

What action do you take? 


Q.5 - Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

4AKJ76 . v* 9 v KJ98 *AJ6 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do you take? 


+ 873 


Q.3- Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

+ KJ876 tr74 095 +AK102 

Partner opens the bidding with three 
hearts. What is your response? 


Q.6- As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

+ A106 7Q49 :K1073 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

10 1 * 2 0 Pass 

3 O Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Look for answers on Monday. 


THE BETTER HALF, 

— z 


By Harris 



“New diet — eat lots of Vaseline 
sandwiches — helps the fat slide 
off your bones!” 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY. MARCH 20. 1968 


YOUR 

DAILY 


HOROSCOPE 

From the Carroll Righter hstitute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES; You 
will have plenty of time to consider 
the various practical and fimwirfal 
problems which face you. and to 
find some sensible solutions to 
them. This should be a very relax- 
ing and happy day. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Use 
your spore time to improve the con- 
dition and value of your property, 
but reserve the evening for some 
fun with your family. 


TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Your charm and dy 


I dynamic personali- 
ty can win you some wonderful new 
friends today, so go out on ths eown 
and socialize a bit. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
You can be quite successful roman- 
tically today, so focus your atten- 
tion on that special BOmeana. Set up 
a better budget. 


trip you have beau contemplating 
for a long tune should be arranged 
now, as this little jaunt can bring 
you many fine benefits. 

LIBRA (SepL 23 to Oct. 22) List 
tout assets and liabilities so you'll 
know exactly where yon stand 
financially. Discuss this with your 
mate, hut avoid arguing. 
SCORPIO (OeL 23 to Nov. Zl) If 

you aae different tactics than usual, 
you can pet a stubborn person to 
change hia mind. Take it easy —vl 
get plenty of rest tonight. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Volunteer your seorvicea to help 
out a friend who is in trouble. Hie 


is a good time to st art p aying 


MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Come to a decision about 
bow you can best proceed in attain- 
ing your goals. It is very important 
that you drive with core. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) Try to 
get the support of an ndhtmti s l per- 
son for your pet project Getting in- 
volved in some dvic matters would 


help improve your self -esteem. 
VIRGO (Aug. 22 to 


Sept 22) A 


attention to your ! 

CAPRICORN (Dee. 22 to Jen. 20) 
Plan your time well so that you can 
limwli* your ne caaaa ry i httiwi «wi 
also have time left for some enter- 
tainment this evening. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Be sure to follow the rules at borne 
today, end emything will go much 
more smoothly there. Avoid noisy, 
ill-mannered people tonight 
PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Sit 
down for some quiet meditation 
about the direction your life has 
been taking, and, if need be, make 
any necessary changes. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four JumMes. 
one letter to each squara to form 
four ordinary words. 


SYTTA 



i — 



] RAPAK 

n 

□ 


_U 


GILBOE 


ZTTX: 

r ' 

BLOUED 


uxn 




WHY THE SHOP - 
[KEEPER SAID FARfi- 
WEi-i- TO THAT BAR- 
GAIN MERCHANDISE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 'JL “H ^X IXJ LXX 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ERASE AMUSE SPRUCE RITUAL 


Answer What a good niter is supposed to do— 
MEASURE UP 


The Daily Commuter Puzzle 


ACROSS 
1 Football team 
5 THto ot 
respect 

10 Czech river 

14 Eastern nanny 

15 Fred’s sib 
IS Glen 

17 Zola novel 

18 Plumed bird 
18 Sandusky’s 

lake 

20 Of the ear 

21 Part of IRS 
23 Old Jukeboxes 

27 Lay away 

28 Record over 
33 Fore and — 
35 Collegian 

38 Abu Dhabi VIP 
37 Snubs 

39 Bunting 

42 Squint 

43 Where the 
Shannon 
Rows 

44 Recent: pref. 

45 Blanket 
48 Age 

SO Dark breed 
55 WMrtyblrds 

58 Money fan the 

59 Corridor 

60 Blob scenes 



e>iBB8 Tribune Media SenricM. Inc. 
AH RtgntsSeMfved 


63 Appraise 
84 “1 cent 


cannot 
tell — " 

65 Skirt Inserts 

66 Stats 
87 Cross 

68 Upright 

69 A Truman 


DOWN 

1 Spoke without 
pause 

2 Violin maker 

3 — de p re s sive 

4 Hovels 


5 5u£3S 


6 

George 

7 Scorned 

8 Without help 

9 Trainer 

10 Go too far 


11 Shucks! 

12 Director Kazan 

13 Rod adjunct 
22 Comp. (Or. 

24 Depict 

25 Despoil 

28 Minerals 

29 Ml — 

30 Lobkrlly 

31 Therefore 

32 Snakes 

33 Run away 

34 Grandstand 
section 

38 Wrestled 

39 Loading place 

40 Algerian port 

41 Persian fairy 
43 Ugly thing 

48 Kfand of tent 
47 Appear 

49 Sacred beetle 

51 Before 

52 Rascal 

53 Kitchen and . 
cigar ends 

54 Smirks 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


□ana rannna aaao 
aanra nraaaa anan 
□anci anaoa aonn 
□aanaa aaaaanaa 
nana naan 
□onanana aaaaaa 
□□□ nociniaa anna 
raanaa naa aanan 
anna annaaa aaa 
araanaa annanaas 
□araa naaa 
□aaa^naa nnraaaa 
□□□a anaan nncia 
naan nnann naan 
nana aaana nana 


55 Bum 

56 Nimbus 

57 Sefmsgundl 


81 Soho sleuth 

82 Swift 
_ plane 


Noah dropped only one point 
on his serve in third set, when he 
was up 40-0 in the final game and 
double-faulted. 


“I’m getting nervous,” he 
joked, and then dosed out the 
match on the next point with an 
athletic forehand volley. 

Others advandng to tbe fourth 
round included fourth seeded 
American Tim Mayotte, third 
seed Gabriela Sabarini of Argen- 
tina and Briton Jo Dune, wbo 
edged American Gretchen Ma- 
gers 7-6 (7-0). 6-3 in an aggres- 
sively played contest. 

Andre Agassi was another seed 
to fall by the wayside. The ninth- 
seeded American was forced to 
retire during the fifth set of his 
third-round match against com- 
patriot Aaron Krickstein. 

Krickstein won 4-6, 4-6, 6-3, 
7-5, 1-0. 


Tomba clinches blue ribbon 
in World Cup slalom race 


ARE, Sweden (AP) — Steady Alberto Tomba of 
Italy came from fifth after the first run to win a 
World Cup slalom race Saturday, 0.22 seconds 
ahead of American sensation Felix McGrath. 


Tomba. the Olympic cham- 
pion. turned in the fastest time 
down the 62-gate second run in 
51.51. He had a 49.90 in the 
opening 57-gate first run for a 
combined time of 1 minute, 41.41 
seconds. 

It was Tomba’s fifth victory of 
the season in the slalom — an 
event in which has already clin- 
ched the cup title — and eighth 
overall. 

McGrath, who had runs of 
49.86 and 51.77 for 1:41.63, cal- 
led it his “best race ever." He had 
been in fourth place after the 
morning run. 

Gunter Mader of Austria' 
finished third in 1:41.66 and 
Fr ank Womdl of West Germany, 
the 1987 world champion and a 
silver medallist behind Tomba in 
the Olympics, took fourth in 
1:42.43. 

Ingermar S ten mark, the win- 
ningest slalom and giant slalom 
racer in history, was second after 
the first run but didn’t ski as well 
in the second and fell to fifth in 
1:42.64. 

Bernhard Gstrein of Austria, 
who led after the first run, missed 
a gate early in the windup run and 
was disqualified. Gstrein is the 
only skier who has beaten Tomba 
in the slalom this year, at Uenz, 


Austria, last January. 

Tomba’s victory, the first ever 
by an Italian in a Swedish World 
Cup meet, moved him to first 
place in tbe World Cup standings 
with 249 points. 


Pir min Zurbriggen of Switzer- 
land, the defending overall cham- 
pion, didn't make the top 15 and 
failed to pick up any World Cup 
points. 

Tbe Swiss all-around star, who 
won the Olympic downhill title 
but has struggled in gate races 
this season, still has 236 points 
and dropped to second place 


overall. 

Tomba “La Bomba,” a 21- 
year-old from the Flatlands near 
Bologna, was the only double 
gold medallist in men's alpine 
events at Calgary and is trying to 
become the first Italian men's 
World Cup overall champion 
since Gustavo Thoni (1975-761. 

Zurbriggen, however, could re- 
gain the overall lead after Sun- 
day’s downhill. Combined points 
will also be at stake this weekend, 
the second and last such “paper 
event” of the season. 

Rounding out the top 10 were 
Jorgen Sundqvist of Sweden, 
sixth in 1:42.98. followed by Gre- 
ga Benedik of Yugoslavia. 
1:43.11; Hubert Strolz of Austria. 
1:43.20; Peter Roth of West Ger- 
many, 1:43.24; and Michael Trits- 
cher of Austria. 1:43.26. 



Alberto Tomba in action 


Forest-United end in goalless draw 


7 


LONDON (R) — Nottingham 
Forest's first capacity crowd of 
the season bad to settle for a 
disappointing goalless draw 
against Manchester United in the 
English First Division Saturday. 

With leaders Liverpool not 
playing until Sunday. Egainst 
Everton, there was a chance for 
second-placed United and Forest, 
who are fourth, to make the gap 
between them and tbe top a trifle 
more respectable. 

But United clearly missed Eng- 
land captain Bryan Robson, ruled 
out of the match shortly before 
the kickoff with flu, and Forest 
lacked the verve to pierce the 
defence and satisfy their faithful 
among the 35,000 crowd. 

Flfu-placed Arsenal also drop- 
ped points after being held to a 
1-1 draw at home by Newcastle 
United. 

Paul Gascoigne missed an 
eighth minute penalty for New- 
castle and Perry Groves gave the 
Londoners the lead after 29 mi- 
nutes. The visitors’ equaliser 
came through Paul Goddard 14 
minutes from time. 

The day’s action was bound to 
be overshadowed by Liverpool’s 
bid Sunday to beat Leeds Un- 
ited’s record in the 1973-74 sea- 
son of remaining unbeaten for the 
opening 29 games. 

But there was plenty of drama 
at lowly Oxford where Chelsea 
took a 3-0 halftime lead only to 
be pegged back to 3-3 with 15 
minutes left. 

Kerry Dixon hit his second to 
make it 4-3 for Chelsea in the 


86tb minute but Dean Saunders 
notched his second with two mi- 
nutes left to make the final score 
a breathless 4-4. 


Liverpool are now 14 points 
clear of Manchester United with 
three games in hand, and a firm 
of London bookmakers which 
stands to lose one million pounds 
sterling (SI. 82 million) if they 
stay unbeaten until the end of the 
season must be praying hard. 

Further down tbe division, 
there was trouble at Wimbledon 
where fullback Clive Goodyear's 
Football Association (F.A.) Cup 
dream faded in agony after a 
mistimed tackle by Tottenham 
striker Clive Allen. 

Wimbledon won 3-0 but it 
could not dampen their anger 
over the 35th minute incident. 

Allen went in recklessly, studs 
showing, to send Goodyear to 
hospital with a suspected broken 
right leg and no hope of playing 
against Luton in next month’s 
semifinal. 


with a 1-0 home win over bottom 
club Watford. 

The deciding goal came from 
new boy Leroy Rosenior, bought 
24 hours earlier from Third Divi- 
sion Fulbam for £275,000 
($500,000), and justifying mana- 
ger John Lyall’s faith in the best 
possible way. 


Relegation-threatened Derby 
earned their first win at Coventry 
for 15 years with a 3-0 scoreline, 
but were given a late scare when 
England goalkeeper Peter Shilton 
had to be carried off and taken to 
hospital suffering from concus- 
sion after colliding with Coven- 
try's Dave Bennett. 


Allen escaped even a caution 
for the tackle, but Vinny Jones 
was not so lucky three minutes 
later when be scythed down the 
Tottenham man. 

Jones exacted a more respect- 
able retribution in the 62nd mi- 
nute, stealing in at the for post to 
meet Alan Cork’s flick with a 
thunderous volley. John Fashanu 
and Dennis Wise were the other 
Wimbledon marksmen. 

West Ham, who have sunk 
dangerously near tbe relegation 
zone, eased their problems a little 


English and Scottish £@©tfe aE3 
league standings 


t 


LONDON (R) — English football league table after matches 
played Saturday: 


English Division One 


Liverpool 

& 

5 

D 

7 

0 

GF 

67 

GA 

13 

Pts 

73 

Manchester United 

32 

16 

11 

5 

48 

30 

59 

Nottingham Forest 

29 

15 

8 

6 

52 

26 

53 

Everton 

30 

15 

8 

7 

41 

18 

53 

Arsenal 

30 

15 

7 

8 

46 

28 

52 

Queens Park Rangers 

31 

15 

7 

9 

38 

32 

52 

Wimbledon 

30 

13 

9 

8 

45 

32 

48 

Tottenham 

34 

11 

9 

14 

34 

41 

42 

Sheffield Wednesday 

32 

12 

4 

16 

36 

53 

40 

Norwich 

32 

11 

6 

15 

34 

40 

39 

Coventry 

31 

10 

9 

12 

37 

46 

39 | 

Luton 

28 

11 

5 

12 

40 

38 

38 

Newcastle 

30 

9 

11 

10 

36 

42 

38 

Southampton 

32 

9 

10 

13 

38 

44 

37 

West Ham 

31 

8 

12 

11 

31 

40 

36 

Derby 

31 

8 

10 

13 

28 

34 

34 

Chelsea 

32 

8 

10 

14 

42 

57 

34 

Charlton 

32 

7 

10 

15 

32 

47 

31 

Portsmouth 

30 

6 

12 

12 

27 

47 

30 

Oxford 

30 

6 

9 

15 

39 

62 

27 

Watford 

30 

5 

S 

17 

18 

39 

23 


Peanuts 


HEY, CHUCK, J l M 
CALLING TO 5EE IF 
YOU'RE INTERESTS? i 
IN TRADING 
RIGHT FIELDERS.. 



SURE, ILL TRADE YOU 

marcieforlucy.. 

yeahjknowmarcie 

ISN'T VERY GOOD.. 


OH, HOUJ 
I HATE 
BASEBALL' 

i"T 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 


W MUTT, VfoU SHOULD HAVE 


CALLED ME BEFORE THIS/ 
YOU LEFT TOWN WITHOUT 
A WORD. VOU KNOW HOW 
I WORRY AND FURTHERMORE^ 


pr -.NOW DON’T YtoU “ 
FORSET/ YOU CALL ME 
ASAIN TONIGHT AND 
STAY AWAY FROM THE 


!Fthis is the operator, 
sir; THERE ISA CHARGE 
OF $2SO pdrtalking 


YES, 

. M'love/j 



~$2 .80? BUT, ^ 
OPERATOR, I DIDN'T 
TALK/ ALL I DID 

i iCTCMt 



Andy Capp 









eWorld News 


U.N. mission to probe border clash 


Azcona: U.S. troops could 

be drawn into combat 


TEGUCIGALPA (R) — U.S. troops sent to show 
support for Honduras could be drawn into combat if 
Nicaraguan aggression increases, the Honduran 
president said, but Nicaragua said its anti-rebel 
operation had already ended. 


A United Nations mission was 
headed for the tense border area 
next week after an emergency 
Security Council session Friday 
debated Nicaraguan charges that 
3.20(1 L'.S. troops were sent to 
pave the way "for military in- 
tervention in Nicaragua. 

An envoy from Managua called 
President Reagan's despatch of 
troops an attempt to create an 
zrtificial crisis, but Honduran 
President Jose Azcona told Span- 
ish radio Nicaraguan forces had 
taken 60 square kilometres of 
Honduran territory. 

In Washington the troop move- 
ments sparked criticism from 
opponents in Congress who claim 
soldiers were sent to spur the 
resumption of U.S. aid to the 
contra rebels, which was cut off at 
the end of February. 

But conservative Democratic 
congressmen joined five Republi- 
cans Friday in proposing $48 mil- 
lion in non-Iethal aid for the 
rebels and authority to supply up 
to $5 million in undelivered lethal 


and non-lethal aid. 

Concern over peace talks 

The border hostilities caused 
concern about ceasefire talks due 
to start between the Nicaraguan 
government and rebels next Mon- 
day in the Nicaraguan town of 
Sapoa. A contra spokesman said 
the rebels would attend if.govern- 
ment aggression stopped. 

Offensive called off 


A senior defence ministry 
source in Managua said Nicar- 
agua called off its offensive 
against the contras Wednesday 
after learning of the proposed 
U.S. troop movement. 

Azcona said U.S. troops could 
be drawn into fighting if Nicara- 
guan aggression increased, 
although U.S. officials stressed 
there were no plans for U.S. 
soldiers to see combat. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Frank 
Carlucci said the “moral support" 
mission that began Thursday was 
expected to last about 10 days. 


’LaCtiba 
iHOMPURASl 

0 SO too 150 
km 




Laguna 

deCarastaca\ 



-The last of the U.S. forces para- 
chuted into Honduras' Friday. 
The troops will be engaged in 
military exercises some 100 
kilometres from the border zone, 
U.S. officials said. 


Salvador 


prepares 
for polls 


SAN SALVADOR fRj — El 
I.ilvarior prepared for Sunday's 
-afior.al assembly and municipal 
elections with a show of strength 
::g3inst leftist rebels opposed to 
the voting. 

Government troops in combat 
gear patrolled the capita! as 
armoured cars cruised the streets 
and helicopters clattered over- 
head constantly Friday. 

Despite the deployment of 90 
per cent of the 56.000-strong 
military across the country, the 
Farabundo Marti National Li- 
beration From (FMNL) rebel 
urmy shut down most traffic in 
the countryside with a threat to 
attack any vehicle on the road. 

Traffic was also severely re- 
duced in San Salvador. Few pri- 
vate buses were running although 
the government had warned that 
drivers who did not take out their 
vehicles risked having their li- 
cences suspended. 

The rebel threat appeared to 
be enough to keep cars of the 
road as only one incident was 
reported in the city. 

Four guerrillas stopped a taxi 
driven by Erasmo Alfaro Valdez, 
ordered him out, poured petrol 
over the car and set it ablaze. 

The FMLN’s radio Vencennos 
also warned petrol stations not to 
open Saturday. On Thursday 
night, guerrillas machine-gunned 
a station from a passing car. 
wounding three soldiers standing 
guard. 

Communications Minister 
Eduardo Colindres said the U.S.- 
backed government would em- 
ploy an emergency plan to pro- 
vide transport for voters to get to 
polling stations. 

**I believe the Salvadorean 
people will trust in the protection 
of the armed forces." he said in a 
statement. 


Panama in state of emergency; 


opposition plans general strike 


PANAMA CITY (Agencies) — 
Panama's opposition called for a 
general strike Friday after the 
government imposed a state of 
emergency to quell widespread 
protests aimed at removing milit- 
ary strongman General Manuel 
Antonio Noriega. 

Leaders of the opposition 
National Civic Civil (Cruzada 
Civilista Narional) told a news 
conference the strike would begin 
Monday and go on indefinitely. 

They said it was meant “to. 
demand the substantial political* 
changes the country requires, and 
which can only come about with 
Noriega’s immediate ousting." 

Previous calls for a genera! 
strike by the Crusade, a coalition 
of almost 200 labour, business 
and social groups, have been un- 
successful in ousting Noriega, 
who faces drug charges in the 
United States and growing popu- 
lar discontent in Panama. 

Friday's strike call came only a 
few hours after President Manuel 
Solis Palma announced a state of 
emergency giving the government 
sweeping powers of arrest and 
suspending a wide range of civil 
rights. 


have caused a cash crunch in 
Panama, leaving banks here 
closed since March 4. 

The economic crisis exploded 
into violence this week as unpaid 
electrical workers and other gov- 
ernment employees took to the 
streets to demand their wages. 

The protests reached their 
height after an aborted coup 
attempt against Noriega early 
Wednesday morning, which was 
put down by troops loyal to him. 

After purging a group of offic- 
ers within the 16,000-strong 
Panama Defence Force, which 
Noriega leads, the army put 
troops from the U.S. -trained 
2,000 battalion on the streets, and 
militarised most public services. 

Although Noriega appeared to 
be firmly in control, reports from 
Washington said the beleaguered 
general was already negotiating 
with U.S. State Department offi- 
cials for his departure to a third 
country, possibly France or 
Spain. 

According to the reports on 
American television, Noriega 
hoped to bargain for a promise 
that he would not be prosecuted 
or extradited. 


not explain what Noriega meant. 

Friday’s state of emergency de- 
cree further widens Noriega’s 
ability to clamp down, as it sus- 
pends the right to private proper- 
tv* and a whole range of dvil 
rights. 

It came a day after four Amer- 
ican soldiers from the U.S. 
Southern Command were 
arrested and released by Panama- 
nian troops, according to U.S. 
officials, who declined to com- 
ment on what the soldiers' duty 
was or why they were arrested. 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion to the decree among the 
general public, nor was it clear 
what the practical effects of the 
measure would be. 


No extradition 


‘Futile attempt’ 


‘A Panamanian solution* 


Leaders of the largely middle- 
class Crusade called the emergen- 
cy decree “a futile attempt to put 
down the protests of the Panama- 
nian people." 

The government said it im- 
posed the emergency to defend 
itself from “an attack on its eco- 
nomy by the United States of 
America, in coordination with 
other national political sectors 
keen on taking over the govern- 
ment by force.” 

U.S.-imposed economic sanc- 
tions. including the freezing of 
$50 million in Panamanian bank 
deposits in the United States, 


Crusade leaders told reporters 
they bad received a message from 
Noriega through a third party, 
saying he was seeking “a 
Panamanian solution” to the cur- 
rent crisis. However, they could 


Meanwhile, an administration 
official in Washington said the 
United States has decided against 
seeking the extradition of 
Noriega to answer drug charges 
in Honda if he Sees to a third 
country. 

The official, who asked not to 
be identified, said Friday that 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State William Walker has gone to 
Panama at Noriega's request to 
discuss the terms of his possible 
departure. 

The official also said that two 
-Panamanian pilots who worked 
foT Noriega have defected to the 
United States. 


Europe, U.S. to 


build space station 


PARIS (R) — The European 
Space Agency (ESA) said Friday 
jr has approved an accord with 
the U.S. National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
(NASA) to build an international 
space station. 

ESA said in a communique 
that the accord for the largest 
international civil space venture 
ever undertaken was adopted at a 
iwo-day meeting of its council 
here following two years of tough 
negotiations. 

It clears the way for develop- 
ment work to start on the $20 
billion project, which also in- 
volves Japan and Canada. 

The station, due to go into 
orbit in the late 1990s, will com- 
prise three laboratories, built 
separately by the United States, 
Western Europe and Japan, and 
a habitation module being built 
by the United States, all attached 
to a giant metallic structure. 

The $4 billion European con- 
tribution will include an unman- 
ned laboratory orbiting indepen- 
dently of the main structure, to 
be visited periodically by astro- 
nauts, as well as an unmanned 
earth observation platform. 

European nations signalled 


their enthusiasm for the space 
station project at a ministerial 
meeting in The Hague last 
November, with only Britain out 
of the large industrial countries 
refusing to participate. 

West Germany agreed to pay 
38 per cent of the European 
contribution to the space station 
project, Italy 25 per cent and 
France 14 per cent. Belgium, 
Denmark. The Netherlands, Nor- 
way and Spain are also partici- 
pating. 


Peaceful purposes 


Negotiations between Europe 
and the United States have been 
marred by disputes over who 
should have managerial control 
of the station and whether the 
U.S. Defence Department should 
be able to use the facility for 
military experiments.. 

The United States has agreed 
that the station should be used 
only foT peaceful purposes, 
although space officials have said 
this does not exclude defence- 
orientated military experiments. 

It is still unclear to what extent 
experiments connected with the 
U.S. Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI) will be permitted. 


Kremlin holds talks 
with ethnic envoys 


MOSCOW (R) — Kremlin num- 
ber two Yegor Ligacfaev has met 
workers from a' region at the 
centre of Transcaucasian ethnic 
unrest as its residents stepped up 
pressure for a decision on their 
demands. 

Ligacfaev talked Friday to a 
delegation from Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh, the mountainous area of 
Azerbaijan where the local par- 
liament voted last month for 
reunification with Armenia, 
TASS news agency said. 

He and other Politburo mem- 
bers also discussed the regional 
dispute at a meeting with party, 
scientific and cultural figures in 
Moscow who are of Azerbaijani 
and Armenian nationality. 


The Kremlin meetings came a 
day after the local Communist 
Party in Nagorno-Karabakh pas- 
sed a resolution in favour of reuni- 
fication with Armenia, increasing 
the pressure on Moscow to deal 
with the problem. 


Soviet Leader Mikh ail Gor- 
bachev met Azerbaijani party 
chief Kyamran Bagirov and his 
Armenian counterpart Karen De- 
ni irchyan in the Kremlin earlier 
this month to discuss the recent 
trouble in the area. 


But Ugacfaev’s talks with work- 
ers from Nagorno-Karabakh was 
the first reported meeting in the 
Kremlin with a group of residents 
of the disputed area. 


U.S. Customs begins 
new drug crackdown 


WASHINGTON (R) — New 
“zero tolerance” drug guidelines 
that allow the arrest of anyone 
entering the United States with 
even tiny amounts of illegal drugs 
into effect Monday, die U.S. 

ustoms commissioner said 
Friday. 

Wiliam Von Raab said in a 
statement that as of Monday all 
cases will be prosecuted. Pass- 
ports and other travel documents 
of suspects will be seized and held 
as evidence, he said. 

Until cow, travellers caught 
hying to smuggle very small 
amounts of drugs were sometimes 
merely fined and released, 
though crossing the border with a 


controlled substance is a felony 
under federal law. Heavy court 
backlogs prevented some cases 
from being prosecuted. 


“People who bring drugs into 
the United States are committing 
a crime, and they need to be 
punished for that crime, regard- 
less of the amount of drugs in- 
volved, 7 ’ Von Raab said “If peo- 
ple know that they will be 
arrested for bringing a gram of 
cocaine into the country, they will 
think twice.” 


Under the new guidelines, 
.everyone caught with drugs wifi 
be arrested, fingerprinted, 
booked and formally charged. 
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HIV-infected not 
always impaired 


GENEVA (AP) — A Worid 


Health Organisation (WHO) 
panel said Friday that people 




The Soviet first couple, Mikhail and 
Yugoslavia 


Raisa Gorbachev, meet with young people In Belgrade, 


Infected with the AIDS virus bn 
not the disease itself do not run 
an increased risk of bram mid 
nervous system disorders, as do 
those with the disease. The 48- 
member panel said in a statement 
that “there is no evidence” that 
screening healthy people for die 
HIV virus, which causes AIDS, 
would help predict “the onset of 
functional impairment.” The 
statement noted that some people 
with the disease AIDS or with 
a IDS- relatcd-complcx have suf- 
fered damage to the brain and 
nervous systems believed caused 
by the HTV virus. 


Moscow pledges non-intervention 
in other Communist countries 


AIDS in Saudi Arabia 


A Nicaraguan commander on 
the border denied Thursday his 
troops had entered Honduras but 
said they overran a network of 
contra supply bases and pushed 
1,800 rebels back into Honduras. 


BELGRADE (R) — The Soviet 
Union and Yugoslavia have 
pledged to respect the right of all 
Communist parties to choose 
their own paths. 

A joint declaration issued after 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
ended a five-day visit Friday also 
said they had no intention of 
imposing their systems on 
anyone. 

Analysts said this formally in- 
validated the so-called Brezhnev 
Doctrine of limited sovereignty 
for Communist countries. 

The doctrine, named after for- 
mer Soviet leader Leonid Brezh- 
nev, was used as a pretext for the 
Soviet-led invasion of Czechoslo- 
vakia in 1968 and had hung since 
then as a threat over Moscow's 
East European allies. 

“Proceeding from the convic- 
tion that no one has a monopoly 
over the truth, the two sides 
declare that they have no preten- 
sions of imposing their concepts 
of social development on any- 
one," the statement said. 

The two countries attached 
special importance to observing 
international documents “which 
prohibit aggression, the violation 
of frontiers, the conquest of fore- 
ign territories, any threat or use 
of force and any interference in 
the internal affairs of other states 
under any pretext whatsoever.” it 
added. 

“Communist. Workers’, 
Socialist. Social Democratic, 
National Liberation and other 
progressive parties and move- 
ments." had the inalienable right 
to decide independently on their 
own paths of social development. 
‘World without arms’ 

The two countries also called 
for “a world without arms” 
saying they believed it was possi- 
ble to eli m i n ate all nuclear and 
conventional weapons. 


The statement said Yugoslavia 
and the Soviet Union would in- 
crease cooperation and promote 
trade. 

“The document shows both 


countries are struggling to find a 
type of socialism suited to the 
needs of the late 20th and the 21st 
centuries,” one political analyst 
said. 



RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia 
Thursday reported its first AIDS 
cases, saying seven of the 18 
people who bad contracted the 
virus had died. The kingdom, 
which screens all foreign workers 
for AIDS before allowing them to 
enter the country, had not pre- 
viously disclosed any cases. But a 
health ministry official told a 
seminar here nine Saudi nationals 
and nine foreigners had con- 
tracted the virus. 


"I Royals get a raise 


LONDON (AP) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth II and her family got an 
average 4.6 per cent raise in latf 
week's annual government 
budget, hiking to £5,535,70(1 
($10,241,000) the annual direct 
cost of the royal family. The Civil 
List section of the budget, 
announced in Parliament by 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Nigel Lawson, goes mostly to- 
ward clerical expenses and salar- 
ies for people ranging from the 
Queens secretaries to Backing- 
ham Palace cleaners. The Queen 
and nine other royals each got 4 
per cent rises. But the allocation 
for her middle soil. Prince 
Andrew, jumped by 73 per cent 
from £50,000 pounds ($92^00) to 
£86,000 ($159,100). 


Fight for right to 
cheat 


Soviet leader Mi khail Gorbachev embraces a young Yugoslavian 


DHAKA (R) — Nearly 100 peo- 
ple were injured when Bang- 
ladesh students armed with rocks 
and hockey sticks battled police 
frying to prevent cheating during 
school final examinations. Police 
said they fired blank shots and 
used batons and teargas to dis- 
perse hundreds of students who 
marched out of an examination 
centre in Western Chnadanga dis- 
trict Thursday. The students 
shouted “We seek the right to 
copy” and “Allow friends to help 
us," one police officer said. 


Colombia 


recovers 
bodies of 
crash 


victims 


CUCUTA, Colombia (AP) — Re- 
covery workers Friday began to 
remove disfigured bodies of the 
137 people who perished when 
an Aviaoca jetliner smashed into 
a mountain, triggered a landslide 
and burst into flames. 

Witnesses said the Boeing 727- 
100 dipped trees before hitting a 
snow-covered mountainside 
Thursday near Zulia, 80 
kilometres north of Cucuta. 

Cucuta is near the Venezuelan 
border, 400 kilometres northeast 
of Bogota. 

Colonel Miguel Benedetti, dvil 
defence director for the state of 
North Santander, said Thursday 
night that there were no survi- 
vors. ' 

The government said it has 
begun an investigation, but that 
recovery personnel had not yet 
located the plane's “black box,” 
which could give investigators 
some dues as to what caused the 
crash. 

Rain, snow and rough terrain 
hampered rescue efforts Thurs- 
day. But dvil aeronautics agency 
officials said that work crews, 
some using helicopters, returned 
to the crash site Friday. 

Augusto Bautista, police in- 
spector in nearby Campo Afida. 
said pieces of bodies were scat- 
tered around the crash area. 

‘It's not possible to recognise 
anyone,” said Bautista, one of 
the first people to arrive at the 
scene after the plane crashed five 
minutes following takeoff from 
Cucuta. 

Bautista said the only thing 
recognisable at the crash was an 
engine. 


WORLD NEWS BRIEFS 


Socialists willing to talk with De Mita 


ROME (AP) — The Socialists Friday told Italian Christian 
Democrat leader Ciriaco De Mita they were willing to negotiate 
with him to form a new government, but their final decision will 


depend on his policy platform. De Mita, 60-year-old secretary of 
the dominant Christian Democrats, opened consultations with 
various political leaders Friday on prospects for forming Italy's 
48th pokwar government. De Mita was appointed premier- 
designate by President Francesco Cossiga Wednesday, five days 
after Christian Democrat Premier Giovanni Goria resigned 
following a shaky 7V£-months at the helm of a five-party coalition. 


Fresh avalanches kill 90 in India 


NEW DELHI (R) — Avalanches killed 90 people in India’s 
northern state of Jammu and Kashmir Friday, an Indian news 
agency reported. Six bodies, including those of two children, have 
been recovered since the disaster in Kargfl district near the border 
wiffi China, the United News of India said. Relief operations are 
continuing with the help of helicopters. More than 160 people 
have died in the mountainous state which has been hit by 
avalanches, landslides and bad weather in recent weeks. 


Britain hails Falklands exercise 


MOUNT PLEASANT. Falkland Islands (R) — Britain’s con- 
trOV ?u aI reinforcement of Falkland Island garrison, conde- 
mned by many Latin American states as an act of aggression, was 
being hailed as a resounding success by its military planners. 
General Neil Cartier, the exercise commander, told reporters 
Friday that the airbridge of men and aircraft from British bases 
12,800 kilometres away had shown Britain could respond effec- 
tively and rapidly to any threat against these remote south 
Atlantic islands. “We have proved conclusively that we can do it 
and that is a tremendous gain," Cariier said as the last of the 
troops reinforcing the garrison landed. The reinforcement was the 
first since 1982, when Argentina invaded the islands to push its 
claim of sovereignty and was ousted by British troops in a 10-week 


‘Dalai Lama wants to split China’ 


PEKING (R) — Chinese President Li Xiannian accused the Dalai 
Lama of wanting to split China, in the highest level criticism of 
Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader since anti-Chinese rioting erupted nr 
Lhasa two weeks ago. “We have respect for the Dalai Lama, but 
he does not respect China, his motherland. He is actually' 
attempting to split the country up.” Li told a visiting Nepalese - 
delegation Saturday. The official New China News. Agency- 
quoted Li as saying China would never allow what be called “a 
small number of trouble-makers in Lhasa and abroad,”-, to 
dismember China. 


Ike Turner found 
guilty 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Ike Tur- 
ner, who with his former wife 
Tina had a string of rhythm and. 
blues bits in the 1960s, was con- 
victed Friday of transportation 
and possession of cocaine. But. 
jurors acquitted Turner, who has 
admitted a drug dependency 
problem, of a third count of 
possession of cocaine for sale. He 
feces a maximum sentence of five 


years and eight months in prison 
on the other charges. “I think it’s 


pretty clear Mr. Turner. has a 
serious problem with cocaine and 
I'm glad it’s finally been recog- 
nised by the criminal - system,” 
said Deputy District Attorney 
Lisa Hart. Turner, 55, was. 
arrested in August after police 
stopped him for driving erratical- 
ly and found six grammes of rock 
cocaine in his car. 


‘Yes, I was dealing’ 


IMPERIA, Italy (AP) — A 75- 
year-old retired police* chief 
appeared in court for .allegedly., 
selling Tieroin because be says his 
wife wanted to buy a. new carpet, - 
Milan’s daily Come re Della Sera 
reported Friday. Vincenzo AJesri 
2 nd his wife Fulvia Boreflo, 61, 
both well-known, and respected in 
this seaside town in the northern 


region of tiguria, appeared at a 
pre-trial hearing Thursday to 


answer to charges of drag deal- 
ing. The Aiessis were arrested 
last May on charges of selling^, 
grammes of heroin to a woman . in 
the area. .Police said- they also '■ 
found more than 30 grammes .of’ 
pure heroin inside, their Xmperia 
hotoe-Alessi said in court that he 
had become involved in 
drags because. “My wife Wanted 
to change the carpeting.”He said 
spe -insisted oh the - chance 'be- 
| <*use.she suffers froi^afl^gia..; 
The cost of the Carpet . Alessi 
intended to bay was about 12 
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